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09-025, Summer Storms 
July 10, 2009 

12:00 p.m. CDT 
Incident Summary Report #02 

 
 

 
Incident Overview 

 
 
Updated information is in red. 
 
The following is a summary of key issues related to the 2009 summer storm which occurred July 
8th and 9th. 
 
State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) Activation – Level III (Monitoring Activation).   
N.D. Division of Homeland Security (NDHLS) personnel staff the SEOC from 10:00 p.m. until to 
1:30 a.m., July 8th. NDHLS personnel staff the SEOC daily from 8:00 a.m. until to 5:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. The NDHLS Duty Officer has responsibility for incident-related calls 
between 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. and on weekdays, weekends, and holidays.  

 
Significant Events 
 

 Deaths/Injuries/Illnesses –  
 Two people have been treated and released from the hospital. 

 
 Weather Forecast for North Dakota:  

 Friday will be partly cloudy with slight chance of thunderstorms highs in the 70 to 80. 
Friday night becoming mostly clear with lows around 45 to 55. 

 
Saturday mostly sunny skies with a slight chance of thunderstorms in the southeast part 
of the state around the afternoon with highs 70 to 85.  
 
Sunday will be partly cloudy with highs around 70 to 85 and lows 50 to 60. 

 
 Power Outages 

 Montana Dakota Utilities (MDU) reported this morning (7/10/09) that 200 customers are 
still without power.  

 Roughrider Electric reported this morning (7/9/09) 120 customers are still without power 
in the Richardton area.  (7) Seven poles need to be replaced to get them energized.   

 
 
 
 
 



 2

 Damages to Homes/Businesses 
 

Stark County 
 20 plus homes totally damaged, 40 plus homes major damaged, and unknown minor 

damage at this time. 
 Inspections of damaged homes in Dickinson as of 9:00pm last night shut down and 

covered 154 properties with breakdown as follows:   
62 - 10% damage 
47 - 25% damage 
13 - 50% damage 
9 - 75% damage 
23 - 100% damage  

 Several businesses have sustained damage. 
 

 Resource/Assistance Requests: 
 Request for NDNG guardsmen for checkpoint security and traffic control in Stark County. 
 Civil Air Patrol (CAP) was requested to provide aerial photography of south Dickinson. 

 
 

 
 

Detailed Reports 
 

 
LOCAL 
 
Burleigh County 

 The Burleigh County Emergency Manager has deployed to Dickinson to assist the Stark 
County Emergency Manager. 

 
Burke County 

 The Burke County Sheriff reported there were power lines down 2 south and 3 east of 
city of Portal. There are also numerous power lines that are leaning. They are hoping to 
have the power restored between 12:30 and1:30 a.m. (Power was restored to the city of 
Portal at 1:00 a.m. 7/9/09).    

 There are grain bins tipped over. An oil tanker was picked up and thrown into a field.  
 Four empty oil tanks were displaced from their original locations, furthest was 

approximately 1/8 miles away. Several grain bins damaged, one of which was completely 
destroyed and pieces were strung about 1/4 mile from its original location. There were 
approximately 10 to12 utility poles about 1/2 mile in length that were either completely 
broken in half or torn from the ground. Trees were uprooted in the county and also in the 
City of Northgate and Portal N.D. causing damage to one pickup truck when a tree 
landed on top of it, in Portal. Crop damage occurred but unknown amount of damage in 
acreage or cost figure. Two vehicle rear windows were broken out when a tornado touch 
down Southwest of Portal, N.D. The Vehicles were approximately 1/2 miles from where 
tornado had touched down. Damage occurred from Portal N.D. to Hwy 8 and 
approximately 5 miles south of the Canadian Line. Quarter size hale was observed in the 
City of Portal N.D. nickel and pea sized hale was observed in Northgate and South of 
Lignite, N.D.  
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Dickey County 

 The county emergency manager reported that one inch of rain (on average) covered the 
county yesterday. No reports of damages. 

 
Morton County 

 The City of Mandan is sending 2 individuals to do inspections of homes. They will be in 
Dickinson early 7/10/09. 

 
Stark County 

 The county emergency manager estimated about 15 homes are totally damaged, a lot of 
roofs missing, and debris. They will be using private industry to assist with clean up. 

 The Dickinson EOC has been activated.   
 A shelter is being set up and the Red Cross will be assisting. 15 people registered at the 

shelter. 
 Dickinson FD was dispatched to a possible gas leak.   
 Phone and power is out.  
 Law enforcement from Bowman, Slope and Billings Counties are in route.  
 Dickinson State University (DSU) offered dorms for victims. Red Cross looking into 

opening shelter there - possibly closing the shelter at the armory to free that for soldiers. 
 
Oliver County 

 The county emergency manager reported 40 mph winds and heavy rain occurred in city 
of Center. 

   
STATE 
Governors Office 

 Monitoring the situation. 
 The Governor, TAG, members of the governor’s staff and representatives from DES will 

be traveling to Dickinson today for damage assessments. 
 
N.D. Civil Air Patrol   

 Civil Air Patrol (CAP) was requested to provide aerial photography of south Dickinson. 
 
N.D. State Electrical Board (NDSEB) 

 On July 8, NDSEB officials indicated they are evaluating the downed power lines. 
Number of customers affected by outage is estimated to be 2,000. Roughrider REC was 
contacted and they estimate around 1,000 customers are effected. Several substations 
are down and they are working on restoring power. No estimate at this time when power 
will be restored. North Dakota State Electrical Board has offered its assistance through 
the night and will have personnel on site at daybreak. 

 
N.D. Division of Homeland Security (NDHLS) 

 Coordinating state assistance. 
 
FEDERAL 
Federal Emergency Management Agency  

 Monitoring the situation. 
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 The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) agreed 7/9/09 to make the 
Individual Assistance program available to residents impacted by the storm. FEMA will 
also provide Public Assistance to the city. 

 
National Weather Service 

 Providing weather forecast information. 
 NWS officials are traveling to Stark County to do an assessment and should be on scene 

12:30 p.m. 7/9/09.  
 The NWS confirmed that an EF3 tornado moved though south Dickinson with wind 

speeds up to 150 miles per hour (mph).  
 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)  

 OSHA is sending to representatives to Dickinson, ND to provide assistance. 
 
VOLUNTARY AGENCIES 
Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster (VOAD) 

 Monitoring the situation. 
 The American Red Cross reported that the Hillside Baptist Church shelter had one (1) 

resident last night 7/9/09 for a total of (18) overnight stays. The shelter will remain open 
until 7/10/09 night and will also be used as a staff shelter for ARC disaster volunteers. 
The ARC served (215) meals. Sixteen (16) disaster volunteer are on scene and (16) 
spontaneous volunteer are assisting. ARC’s damage assessment should be complete by 
12:00 p.m. Friday 7/10/09.  

 The Salvation Army is in route for feeding responders in Dickinson. 
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