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09-003, Spring Flooding

April 2, 2009

7:00 p.m. CDT

Incident Summary Report #34
	Incident Overview



Updated information is in red.

The following is a summary of key issues related to the 2009 spring flood for the Red River of the North, Souris, Devils Lake, James and Missouri River Basins.  
State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) Activation – Level I (Full Activation) 

Significant Events
· Deaths/Injuries
· Deaths – 2

· Injuries – 50
· Illnesses – 11
· Rescues
· Rescues - 131

· Ice Jams
Walsh County 
· The Coast Guard used air assets to evacuate an individual from the Pulaski Township. The individual was then transported by the sheriff’s department to a relative’s home. – April 1 
· Evacuations/Sheltering
Cass County

· ND Department of Emergency Services (NDDES) presence at the Cass County/Fargo EOC ended the afternoon of April 1, 2009 unless the situation changes.
Animal Shelters

· Animal Shelters reported open:
· Prairie Paws Animal Rescue Group, Jamestown
· Wag N Train, Grand Forks

· Circle of Friends Humane Society, Grand Forks
· Luther Kennel, Casselton

· Casselton Veterinary Clinic, Casselton

· Old Cedric Theel Building, Bismarck

· Valley City Winter Show Building, Valley City

· Red River Valley Fairgrounds, West Fargo 
· Total number of animals sheltered = 145
Ward County

· The Ward County Sheriff assisted a woman in evacuating her home at the Eastside Estates. – April 1 
· Flooding

Cass County
· A North Dakota National Guard Quick Reaction Force dispatched with 3,500 sandbags to protect three farmsteads near Kindred. Four homes were saved and no evacuations took place. – April 1
Eddy County

· Eddy County operations will receive 5,000 sandbags from Burleigh County. - April 1
McHenry County
· McHenry County Emergency Manager reported Willow Creek is causing overland flooding.  He reports the city of Towner should be ok as the city’s permanent dike will handle the water. – April 2
· Roads
Cass  

· The North Dakota Department of Transportation (NDDOT) has opened I-29 from exit 69 (Cass County 20) to exit 100 (near Hillsboro).  The southbound roadway of I-29 has water in one lane south of Harwood and is reduced to one lane traffic. – April 2
Pembina

· A Wednesday report from the Pembina County Emergency Operations Center indicated the only crossing open to Minnesota is through Pembina on N.D. Highway 59. – April 1
Ransom County

· The Ransom County Emergency Manager reported 134 roads closed throughout the county due to flooding. – April 1
Richland County

· ND Highway 13 west of Wahpeton is open. - April 1

NDDOT
· The following highways are closed due to water over the roadway:  
· I-29 at Exit 69 (County Road 20) to Exit 100 (Jct ND 200A-near-Hillsboro).      Northbound and south bound traffic uses the same detour:  I-94 to ND 18 to ND 200A
· ND 5 from I-29 to the Red River east of Joliette.
· ND 54 from I-29 to the Red River near Oslo, MN.
·  US Business-2, Sorlie Bridge in Grand Forks.

·  ND-17 Bridge over Red River east of Grafton at MM-138. 

·  ND-200 from the junction at ND-200A to the ND-1806 junction. Use alternate route

    ND-1806 or US-83.   

·  ND-66 in Walsh County from ND 44 (near Drayton) to the Red River.
· The following highways have water on the road but remain open to traffic:

·  I-94 eastbound lane near Mapleton,

·  ND 46, 2 miles west of Kindred

·  I-29 between Manvel (Exit 152) to the Grafton interchange (Exit 176) is open to only emergency vehicles and commercial trucks with a gross weight of 26,000 lbs or more.

Walsh County

· Tuesday night, the Red River was 6 miles wide in the SE corner of the county with the only access by boat to 12 farms (along a line from N.D Highway 17 south to the county line and east of I-29) – April 1 
· Damages to Homes/Businesses

McLean County
· The boil order in Washburn will continue for an undetermined amount of time due to issues of muddy water, lack of water, and other factors. – March 31
· Declarations (See map)

· The state was granted a Presidential Disaster Declaration for 34 counties and two Tribal Nations in North Dakota. – March 25

· Governor John Hoeven issued a statewide emergency declaration on March 13.

· County  Declarations – Barnes, Benson, Burleigh, Cass, Cavalier, Dickey, Dunn, Emmons, Foster, Grand Forks, Grant, Griggs, Hettinger, Kidder, LaMoure, Logan, McIntosh, McLean, Mercer, Morton, Nelson, Oliver, Pembina, Ramsey, Ransom, Richland, Sioux, Steele, Stutsman, Traill, Walsh and Ward.
· City Declarations – Argusville, Bismarck, Briarwood, Casselton, Center, Davenport, Drayton, Enderlin, Frontier, Fargo, Frontier, Grafton, Grand Forks, Harwood, Jamestown, Kindred,  Leonard, Mapleton, Napoleon, North River, Prairie Rose, Oakes, Oxbow, Neche, Pembina and Valley City.
· Tribal Declarations - Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa and Standing Rock Indian Reservation.
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Weather Forecast: WESTERN AND CENTRAL NORTH DAKOTA:

Flooding continues on the James River at LaMoure and Ludden as well as the Pipestem Creek near Pingree.  The river level at Pingree on the Pipestem Creek is expected to fall below flood stage Saturday afternoon.  The river level on the James River at LaMoure is expected to fall below flood stage by noon on Thursday. 
A band of light snow is expected to develop with gusting winds up to 30 mph.
Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 18. Southeast wind between 5 and 7 mph. 
Friday: Snow likely, mainly after 1 p.m. Cloudy, with a high near 34. East wind between 9 and 14 mph. Chance of precipitation is 60%. New snow accumulation of less than a half inch possible. 
Friday Night: Snow likely. Cloudy, with a low around 23 and an East wind around 14 mph. Chance of precipitation is 70%. New snow accumulation of 2 to 4 inches possible. 
Saturday: A 30 percent chance of snow. Cloudy, with a high near 33. Breezy, with a north wind between 14 and 20 mph, with gusts as high as 29 mph. 
Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 19. North wind between 9 and 18 mph, with gusts as high as 28 mph. 
Sunday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 32.

Watches, Warnings and Advisories: WESTERN and CENTRAL NORTH DAKOTA:
Flood Warning:  Continues for urban areas rivers and small streams in Dickey, Emmons, Foster, LaMoure, Logan, Sioux and Stutsman counties.
· Flood warnings are in effect for the following areas:

· The Pipestem Creek near Pingree.  
· The James River at LaMoure.  
· The James River near the Ludden Dam.  
Weather Forecast: EASTERN NORTH DAKOTA:
Tonight: A slight chance of flurries before 7pm. Partly cloudy, with a low around 20. Light and variable wind. 
Friday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 38. East northeast wind between 3 and 10 mph. 
Friday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 25. North northeast wind between 7 and 9 mph. 
Saturday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 36. North northeast wind between 11 and 17 mph, with gusts as high as 23 mph. 
Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 23. North wind between 14 and 18 mph, with gusts as high as 24 mph. 
Sunday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 33. 
Sunday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 22.
National Weather Service Watches, Warnings and Advisories: EASTERN NORTH DAKOTA:

Flood Warning: Flooding remains an issue on many rivers across eastern North Dakota.  Major flooding continues at Harwood, the West Fargo diversion, and the Wild Rice River at Abercrombie.  Most rivers are receding slowly as cold weather has greatly diminished or stopped the runoff into the river systems. Some exceptions are the Sheyenne River at Valley City and Lisbon due to releases from Baldhill Dam.  At Kindred, the Sheyenne River is near its peak and will begin a slow fall over the next few days.

Major flooding continues on the Red River.  The Red River continues to fall from Halstad south and gradually rise from Grand Forks north.  Backwater at river locations closer to the main stem of the Red River will be an issue the next few days due to the very high levels on the Red River. Ice jams continue to be a threat.      
· Flood warnings are in effect for the following areas:
· The Red River at Fargo. 
· The Sheyenne River at the West Fargo Diversion. 
· The Sheyenne River near Kindred.  
· The Sheyenne River at Harwood. 
· The Maple River near Mapleton. 
· The Maple River near Enderlin.  
· The Red River at Drayton.  
· The Red River at Pembina.
· The Red River at Wahpeton.  
· The Red River at Oslo.
· The Wild Rice River at Abercrombie.  
· The Red River at East Grand Forks.  
· The Sheyenne River at Valley City. 
Resource/Assistance Requests 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)

· The USACE is requesting helicopter support on Wednesday to fly the  Missouri River from the ice jam south of Bismarck to Double Ditch (263)

· ACCEPTED – ND JOC
N.D. Board of Animal Health (NDBoAH)

· Requested assistance in transporting 600 large and small pet cages from Louisiana to North Dakota for 60 days. (#271)
· ASSIGNED – FEMA
N.D. Department of Health 
· Requested an increase to $1,000,000 million in operational dollars to complete the mission and conduct demobilization and staging through May 1, 2009. 

· ASSIGNED – DHH/ASPR
· Requested that medical supplies in Bismarck be sent to the Grand Forks Public Safety Office     (#288)
· ASSIGNED / COMPLETED – NDDOT
· Requested medical supplies at the University of Mary be transferred to the Strategic National Stockpile (SNS) cache. - (#289)
· ASSIGNED / COMPLETED – NDDOT
N. D. Department of Humans Services (ND DHS)

· The ND DHS requested the West Fargo Police Department increase patrols through Thursday when the FEMA trailers will be moved. (#285)
· ASSIGNED – WEST FARGO PD 
N.D. State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC)

· Request personnel and equipment to assist flood operations throughout North Dakota. (#282)

· ASSIGNED – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

· Transport an individual from Fargo ANG Air Ops to Bismarck on Wednesday. (#270)
· ASSIGNED – ND JOC
N.D. Department of Transportation (DOT)
· Requested a Bobcat and operator to load and unload salt at Ft. Lincoln State Park. (#277)
· ASSIGNED – ND JOC
N.D. National Guard (NDNG)

· Air support requests are as follows: (#224)

· MN - Six UH60 helicopters with crew and 2 - CH47 helicopters with crew.

· WI - Three UH60 helicopters with crew.

· IA - Two CH 47 helicopters with crew and two UH60 helicopters with crew.

· MO - 20 maintenance personnel - Aviation Classification Repair Activity Depot (AVCRAD). 

· SD – One UH60 helicopter with crew. 

· MT - 2 CH 47 helicopters with crew. 
· ACCEPTED – EMAC
Barnes County

· Barnes County requested a 12" pump from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) - St. Paul District.  The USACE removed a pump from the Baldhill Dam area and provided it to Barnes County. (#286)
·  ASSIGNED -- USACE – St. Paul District  
Burleigh County
· The Bismarck City Commission requested a reconnaissance flight of the Missouri River near  Bismarck. (#287)

· ACCEPTED / IN PROGRESS -- ASSIGNED- SEOC - Air Operations
· Burleigh County Emergency Management is seeking technical advice about Apple Creek. (#281)  
· ACCEPTED / IN PROGRESS -- USACE - Omaha District  

· Burleigh County Emergency Management requests assistance with hauling sand and salt from Bismarck to Ft Lincoln State Park for the ice dusting mission on the Missouri River south of Bismarck. (#273)
· ASSIGNED – NDDOT
Cass County

· Requests the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers assistance in the removal of the temporary levees. (#251)
· ASSIGNED - USACE - St. Paul District 
· Cass County Electrical Board requested a helicopter fly Cass County to locate downed power lines. (#278)

· ASSIGNED - SEOC - Air Operations
Pembina County

· Requested the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers assistance with dike inspection in Pembina County. (#279)
· ASSIGNED - (USACE)

Ransom County

· Requested 30,000 sandbags and 10 rolls of poly as the Sheyenne River is rising. - (#283)

· ASSIGNED/IN PROGRESS - USACE - St. Paul District  
· Requested a reconnaissance flight of the Sheyenne River from Valley City through Ransom County. (#291)
· ASSIGNED - SEOC - Air Operations
Sargent County

· The Sargent County Highway Department requested a portable temporary bridge to be placed at a location 5 miles south of Rutland on County Road 10 until repairs to the site can be made. This is a major artery for Sargent County’s road system. (#272)
· AWAITING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION – SEOC
Ward County

· Requested a 2500 lb capacity bobcat with pallet forks and 2 -3 operators to operate the equipment at the State Fairgrounds Arena. This asset will be used for moving pallets of sandbags during filling operations. (#284)

· AWAITING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION – Minot AFB
	Detailed Reports




Refer to previous Incident Summaries, as necessary.

LOCAL
Burleigh County

· County emergency management officials reported Wednesday that U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (Long Lake) resources were taken off standby. Access to boats remain accessible. – April 1
Cass County

· Fargo public schools will open on Monday, April 6. – March 31
· Cass County will continue its Emergency Operations Center at full capacity for two more days and will re-evaluate when a second crest prediction is available.  Welfare checks will continue on people isolated due to flooding. Temporary levees will remain in place and evacuees should not move into their homes until the second crest has passed. --  April 1
· Cass County Sheriff''s Office is requesting the release of 2 boats and 2 crews from US Fish & Wildlife Agency. – April 2
Grand Forks County

· Effective Wednesday, Grand Forks County residents were asked to call the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) at 780-8213 to arrange preliminary damage assessments.   Preliminary assessments will be gathered daily 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. through April 4.

Pembina County

· The Emergency Operations Center Logistics Section is in the process of surveying rural farmsteads east of the I-29 to determine individual status; including sandbag needs, road access, and potential need to evacuate. – April 1

STATE
Civil Air Patrol

· Images taken today of the Missouri River from Stanton to Bismarck have been posted to the CAP web site, http://tinyurl.com/nd09flood. -- April 2  

· Images of the Missouri River from Bismarck north to the Knife River are posted in the folder labeled "Missouri 04-01-09" at http://tinyurl.com/cap09flood -- April 1
N.D. Department of Transportation

· The Alexander Henry Rest Area along I-29 near mile point 179 east of Grafton will be closed until further notice due flooding – April 2
N.D. Department of Health (NDDoH)

· The ND DoH requested all federal ESF8 (Health and Medical) assets and personnel get stand down immediately – April 2
N.D. of Human Services (NDHS)

· The NDHS has established a donations hotline for individuals who want to give.  Donors may call (211) or 1-877-422-0062 – April 2
N.D. National Guard (NDNG)
· As of March 31, 11:59 p.m. the 957 Engineer Company was released from State Active Duty (SAD). Soldiers who volunteer to remain on SAD and are authorized to do so. -
     April 2
· Each of 15 aviation flights placed one ton of salt on ice in the Missouri River – April 2
· Assisted with transporting Fargo evacuees from the West Fargo Fairgrounds to their homes. – April 2
· The NDNG transported one patient and several medical staff to St. Francis Hospital, Breckinridge, MN. -- April 1

· Detached a HEMMT fueler and 3 personnel to Joint Task Force Aviation (JTF). – April 1 
N.D.  Psychological Association (NDPA)

· The NDPA partnered with the American Red Cross to provide disaster mental health support to 75 evacuees at the West Fargo Reception Center. – April 1

FEDERAL
Transportation Safety Administration (TSA)

· The TSA has been evaluating the condition of railroads in North Dakota:
· Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Rail Lines:  BNSF rail traffic is able to traverse the Moorhead/Fargo rail bridge.  

· Grand Forks Subdivision - Rail Mile Post 107 - Closed 

· Hillsboro Subdivision (Fargo to Grand Forks Line) - Closed 

· Jamestown Subdivision - Main line is open at Driscoll.
· KO Subdivision (Fargo to Minot rail) - open and operating.

· There is no impact to TIH rail cars.  
· AMTRAK:  Is still able to cross the Moorhead/Fargo rail bridge and continue service to Minot using the KO Subdivision rail system.

· Northern Pacific Railroad (NP) Rail Lines:  The effort to utilize backhoes located at the Oslo, MN rail is showing signs of success. - April 1
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
· FEMA, the U.S. Small Business Administration, State of North Dakota, and local and tribal officials expect to begin Preliminary Damage Assessments (PDAs) in some flood-affected communities tomorrow. Teams are ready and plans are ready; however, existing snow and continuing bad weather could delay the start. The PDAs are on-the-ground surveys of damage to neighborhoods and business districts, not individual residences. PDA information gathered is one of several factors that determine whether federal Individual Assistance from FEMA is needed. All information is reviewed at the FEMA regional office in Denver and at FEMA Headquarters in Washington, D.C. The information may or may not result in an expansion of the disaster declaration to include individuals and families under the provisions of the Stafford Act. – April 1
· FEMA has approved more than $1.3 million in Public Assistance to reimburse the North Dakota National Guard and the city of Fargo for costs incurred during the flood fight. Of the $1.3 million obligated, $569,680 is for costs incurred by the National Guard for sandbags, floodwall barriers and costs associated with the removal of the Missouri River ice jam. Additionally, FEMA obligated $757,294 as the federal share for two requests submitted by the city of Fargo for sandbags and floodwall barriers. FEMA reimburses states, tribal and local governments for 75 percent of eligible costs for emergency protective measures -- April 2
· FEMA/ State Preliminary Damage Assessment (PDA) teams will do assessments in Hettinger, Adams and Billings counties starting Friday. Teams worked in Emmons, Morton, Kidder and Mercer counties on Thursday. PDAs are on-the-ground surveys of damage to neighborhoods and business districts – April 2
Transportation Safety Administration (TSA)

The TSA has been evaluating the condition of railroads in North Dakota:

· Burlington Northern Sante Fe – April 2
· KO Subdivision (Fargo-Minot) - Remains open with some speed restrictions in certain locations.

· Hillsboro Subdivision – It is anticipated that the Hillsboro Subdivision will re-open for train traffic as early as Thursday and normal Amtrak service will begin Thursday night over the Hillsboro Subdivision. Tonight’s train - #8 (SEA-CHI) is scheduled to resume station stops at Rugby, Devil’s Lake and Grand Forks.

· Grand Forks and East Grand Forks – Portions are still out of service and will remain so until after the river crests. Flood gates, positioned over the railroad, will be re-opened and BNSF will restore service.

· Noyes Subdivision (Noyes-Crookston) – Expected to remain out of service for a minimum of one week, possibly two.

· Northern Plains RR – Oslo, MN – April 2
· The bridge is completely isolated. Rail personnel and sub-contractors have access to the site to break ice. At this time, the bridge shows no additional signs of damage. Water flow on both sides of the ice dam is good.

· The NP RR has temporarily lost approximately 2-3 miles of additional track due to water over the rails.

· Amtrak – April 2
· Amtrak #8 (SEA-CHI) is anticipated to run its normal route over the Hillsboro Subdivision and resume all service in North Dakota beginning tonight (4-2-09), unless something unforeseen should take place.

Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa
· Representatives from the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa will pick up 10,000 sand bags from Burleigh County Emergency Management. – April 2

VOLUNTARY AGENCIES
American Red Cross (ARC) 
· The ARC call center was activated in Ward County: 858-9366. Residents are urged to call 911 in an emergency. – April 1
American Cancer Society

· The American Cancer Society is coordinating volunteers to drive displaced cancer patients to treatment one or more times over the next several weeks  – April 1
Division of Homeland Security
                                                                                                 Division of State Radio

Greg M. Wilz, Director
                                                                                                             Mike Lynk, Director[image: image2.png]
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