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losses. Students with seemingly mild losses may be
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WHAT IS THE NORTH DAKOTA
DUAL SENSORY PROJECT?

The North Dakota Dual Sensory Project is
funded by the United States Department of
Education, Office of Special Education. The
mission of the Project is to help state educa-
tional agencies (SEAs), local education agen-
cies (LEAs), Part C lead agencies, early inter-
vention service providers, teachers, service
providers, and families address the education-
al, related services, transitional, and early in-
tervention needs of children who are Deaf-
Blind to ensure that these children will gradu-
ate from high school ready for competitive em-
ployment, postsecondary education or inde-
pendent living options.

WHO QUALIFIES FOR SERVICES?

e Individuals who have a mild to profound
hearing loss in addition to low vision and/
or legal blindness.

« Individuals who have a diagnosis which
places them at risk for developing hearing
and vision losses.

e Individuals with multiple disabilities who
may demonstrate inconsistent responses
to hearing and vision during evaluations in
their natural environments which may be
consistent with Cortical Vision Impairment
(CVI) or Central Auditory Processing
(CAP), in which language is not processed
through hearing.

 ———

WHAT CAN THE PROJECT
DO FORYOU?

The current goals and activities for the ND Dual
Sensory Project include: 1) promote early and
appropriate identification of all individuals who
are Deaf-Blind through the Outreach and Refer-
ral process; 2) establish a quality approach to
technical assistance delivery for each student
and their family; 3) implement universal, target-
ed and intensive technical assistance to early
interventionist, school staff, or community/
medical staff who provide services for children
who are Deaf-Blind; and 4) increase productive
partnerships between families and service pro-
viders to support family advocacy efforts for
those families who have a child who is Deaf-

Our model of service delivery for the technical

assistance is provided through the Outreach staff

from ND School for the Deaf/Resource Center
for Deaf and Hard of Hearing and the ND Vision
Services/School for the Blind in each region of
the state. Technical assistance may include:

e On-site observations

e Program consultations

o Workshops/conferences

e Resource library materials

o Newsletter and project mailings
o National Child Count Registry
e Links to other families

Walking with a friend in the dark is

better than walking alone in the light.
Helen Keller

WHAT IS DEAF-BLINDNESS?

For must of us, the term Deaf-Blindness brings to
mind Helen Keller; someone whose accomplish-
ments and achievements have marked her as one
of history’s most extraordinary women. Today’s
population of students who are Deaf-Blind continue
to require special programs and professional teach-
ers to meet their educational needs. Deaf-
Blindness is more than a combined hearing and
vision loss (Dual Sensory loss). In reality, this com-
bination of losses creates a unique and complex
disability that requires highly specialized teaching
approaches unique to Deaf-Blindness and support
from local special education administrators and
state systems of Special Education.

Unlike Helen Keller, who had no vision and no
hearing, most learners who are Deaf-Blind have
some residual use of their hearing and/or vision .
Many of these students have additional physical
and developmental needs, complex medical condi-
tions, and/or challenging behaviors. Some stu-
dents will attend college and go on to live and work
independently, and others who are Deaf-Blind may
need significant lifelong support.

Challenges that are faced among all children who
are Deaf-Blind include:

o The effects of combined hearing and vision
losses isolate students from people and their
environments. Educators must diminish this
isolation by building the student's abilities in
communication, concept development, and
social competencies. Communication provides
direct access to the curriculum and all learning.

o Services must be delivered by skilled profes-
sionals and paraprofessionals who create con-
sistent communication and learning opportuni-
ties with access to the regular education curric-
ulum and learning in the child’s natural envi-
ronment.
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