
The North Dakota Deaf-Bl ind Serv ices     
Pro ject  (NDDSP) is  a federa l ly  funded f ree 
resource designed to enhance the prov is ion 
of  serv ices for  ch i ldren and young adu l ts ,  
b i r th  through age 21,  who are deaf-b l ind.   
The miss ion statement  of  the NDDSP is  to  
improve the educat ion and serv ices for    
ch i ldren wi th deaf-b l indness and the i r     
fami l ies in  Nor th Dakota.   We accompl ish 
th is  through t ra in ing,  mentorship,  resource 
d isseminat ion,  and techn ica l  ass is tance.                              

The NDDSP prov ides technica l  ass is tance 
and t ra in ing to fami l ies and serv ice         
prov iders.   Members of  the Statewide    
Technica l  Ass is tance Team prov ide the   
technica l  ass is tance.   Each region of  the 
s tate has ident i f ied team members.  

The NDDSP equips fami l ies,  local  educators,  
and other  profess ionals  wi th  the knowledge 
and sk i l ls  needed to improve ch i ld  outcomes 
by of fer ing the fo l lowing:  

•  On-si te  observat ions 

•  Program consul ta t ions 

•  Workshops/conferences 

•  In-serv ices 

•  Resource l ibrary mater ia ls  

•  Assistance in  ident i f icat ion 

•  Newslet ter  and pro ject  mai l ings 

•  Communi ty  resource referra ls  

•  Deaf-Bl ind regis t ry  data 

•  Links to other  fami l ies  
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DUAL SENSORY 
IMPAIRMENT 

To meet the condition of deaf-
blindness and/or receive technical 
assistance from the ND Deaf-Blind 
Services Project, a child (0-21 yrs 
of age) must meet at least one of 
the conditions in both vision and 
hearing categories and be eligible 
for special services. 

North Dakota 
Deaf-Blind Services Project 



Vision  

1.  A measured/d iagnosed v isual  problem 
as ver i f ied by wr i t ten repor t  f rom a  
l icensed ophthalmologis t  or             
optometr is t  in  a t  least  one of  the     
fo l lowing areas:   

•  Visual  acui ty  o f  20/70 or  less in  
the bet ter  eye wi th  best        
correct ion 

•  Visual  f ie ld  of  20 degrees or  
less 

•  Lesions/ tumors af fect ing v isual  
t rack ing causing v isual         
l imi ta t ions 

•  Degenerat ing eye condi t ions 
such as progress ive cataract ,  
g laucoma,  re t in i t is  p igmentosa,  
e tc .  

•  Is  undergoing medical  t reatment  
for  an eye problem causing  
l imi ta t ions in  s ight  such as 
patch ing 

•  Exper iences s ign i f icant  eye 
s t ra in ,  fa t igue,  or  o ther  v is ion 
re la ted problems 

•  Diagnos is  of  Cor t ica l  V isual   
Impai rment  (CVI)     

Vision  
1.  A d iagnosed hear ing impai rment  

should be  ver i f ied by a l icensed     
audio log is t  in  a t  least  one of  the     
fo l lowing areas:  

•  Hear ing impai rment  of  25 dB or  
greater  in a t  least  one ear  

•  Diagnosed syndrome/d isorder        
assoc ia ted wi th  hear ing loss or       
progress ive hear ing loss 

•  History  o f  chronic  o t i t is  media 
(ear  in fect ions)  that  impacts   
hear ing ab i l i ty   

•  Diagnosis  o f  Centra l  Audi tory       
Process ing Disorder—inabi l i ty  
o f  a  person to  process audi tory   
in format ion even though the 
sound reaches the bra in  and 
the per iphera l  hear ing system 
is  in tact  

2 .  Demonstra tes a need for  consul tat ion 
of  spec ia l  hear ing serv ices f rom a   
cer t i f ied educator  of  the hear ing      
impai red.    

• Whenever  the medica l ly        
documented hear ing impai rment  
is  so severe that  the ch i ld  is    
impai red in  process ing         
l ingu is t ic  informat ion,  wi th  or  
wi thout  ampl i f ica t ion,  an      
assessment  bat tery  and/or  
funct ional  hear ing assessment  
should be completed and    
educat ional  serv ices should be 
made avai lab le   

Hearing 

2.  Demonstrates a need for  consul ta t ion 
or  specia l  v is ion serv ices f rom a     
cer t i f ied educator  o f  the v isual ly      
impai red.  

•  Whenever  the medical ly      
documented v isual  l imi ta t ions 
impact  learn ing as ver i f ied by 
an assessment  bat tery  and  
funct ional  v is ion test ing,      
educat ional  serv ices must  be 
made avai lab le.  

3 .  The s tudent  demonstrates a def ic i t  in  
v isual  development  based on    
chronologica l  and/or  ab i l i ty  in  one or  
more of  the fo l lowing areas:  

•  Socia l  development  

•  Academic development  

•  Phys ica l  development  

•  Visual  development  

•  Orientat ion to  the env i ronment  

•  Movement  wi th in  the            
env i ronment  


