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****CCaallll  ttoo  CCoonnvveennttiioonn****  
bbyy  MMiittcchh  BBeecckkeerr  

 
Come on down to the 79th North Dakota State FFA Convention!! This action packed week of June 2-6 will have 

members achieving success in a variety of ways. Members will be competing in various CDE’s, receiving awards for their 
SAE’s and even have the opportunity to have some fun and meet new friends from across the state 
 The week kicks off on Monday night where the 2007-2008 ND State Officer Team will hold our Reflections 
Session and prepare members for what the week has to offer. To make the evening even better, members will have the 
opportunity to listen to the motivational message of the National FFA Advisor, Dr. Larry Case.  It is a great honor for 
North Dakota FFA to have Dr. Case at the 2008 State Convention.  With this honor comes the responsibility of showing 
Dr. Case what North Dakota FFA is all about and proving to him that we have the best FFA State Convention around. So 
give him your attention, for I know he will make the night an eventful and fun one. 

Not only will we be having Dr. Case from the national level but the National FFA Western Region Vice President 
Kari Boettcher from Oregon will be joining us for our convention.  I would recommend checking out what Kari has to 
offer during the week as it is a great opportunity to get to know one of your national officers. 

We are also honored that former ND Governor, Ed Schafer, who is the new Secretary of Agriculture, will be 
attending our convention.  We will be presenting him with the Honorary State FFA Degree and are eager to hear his 

address to our Monday night session. 
 During this week of competitions and awards, official business will also be 
handled.  Delegates from around the state will be conducting the business for the 
state association.  Delegates and members, I would recommend asking your advisor 
about the constitutional amendment that will be proposed at this state convention.  
Prior discussion within a chapter about the amendment will help in producing 
excellent discussions for the business sessions.   
 As delegates work through the week, many members will have the chance 
to compete in a variety of Career Development Events. The events range from 
Dairy Cattle Evaluation to Floriculture and from Farm Business Management to Ag 
Communications.  Be sure to check out the Ag Issues CDE informational meeting 

on Monday; and if you think you are good at being interviewed, give Job Interview a try as this is its second year being 
offered at state convention. 
 After a hard day of competition going to sessions and maybe some delegate work, it seems like the day is done.  
But the night has just begun --  put your dancing shoes on, and come on out as there will be two dances to get to know 
new friends and relax after fun days of work.  Tuesday and Thursday evening will offer the dances and Wednesday will 
offer a special treat as there will be karaoke. 
 Now, a week full of events could not be possible without the support from area sponsors.  They truly make 
everything possible and many sponsors will be there to help recognize the accomplishments of FFA members. Be sure to 
find time to talk to sponsors and thank them for their support of ND FFA.  Also this year in the back of the convention 
hall members will be able to check out booths set up by local colleges and businesses. This is a great opportunity to check 
out some options of what the future might hold for you. 
 Even though State Convention is a few weeks away, it feels as if it is right around the corner.  Members, I 
guarantee the week will fly by fast, and before you know it the final convention session will be in front of you. This 
session will be eventful as the last awards will be handed out for the year and the Parade of Champions will be announced 
and showcased.  This session will also include parent thank-you’s, a slide show of the year in review, and also the most 
anticipated item on the agenda, the election of the new seven state officers.  It will be an eventful week, a fun week, and 
week full of memories that will last a lifetime. So pull out those blue and gold jackets and get that official dress ready, as 
you are going to need it, and be sure to check out what the 2008 ND State FFA Convention holds for you.  
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Winter Leadership Conferences          bbyy  EEmmiillyy  MMaarrttwwiicckk 
 
 What do crazy dreams, Mother Nature, and game shows all have in common?!  They were all part of this year’s Winter 
Leadership Conferences held January 5th and 6th.  Members from across the state gathered in Bismarck at the Ramkota and Radisson.  
 Each year, the State Officer team plans and conducts an eventful weekend for Greenhand members, and we invite one past 
National Officer to be part of the fun!  This year, we were fortunate to have Ms. Kacy Baugher 2006-2007 National FFA Secretary to 
attend.   
 I never had the opportunity to attend Greenhand Conference as a freshman, so thank goodness I was able to join this year’s 
Greenhands on an adventure through Dreamland.  No, we weren’t all sleeping during the conference!  This year’s theme was “Your 
Dreams.”  In Dreamland, we learned the importance of finding our dreams, and how to achieve them.   Our days were filled with 
workshops on goal setting, leadership skills, FFA knowledge, and opportunities in the FFA topped off with a scavenger hunt.  As you 
can see… no time for naps!   

 The Made for Excellence Conference is designed for sophomore and junior FFA members 
who are ready for the next level of leadership.   “The Great Outdoors” was this year’s theme at the 
conference.  Ms. Ashley Vangsness, past North Dakota State Officer, was part of the presenting 
team.   “We talked about our "Circle of Control", finding our "True North", SMART Goals, FIRE 
Plans, and how we each have unique strengths and talents to offer,” explained Ashley.  Sounds like 
these members learned quite a bit during the conference.   
 FFA members, Come on dooown!   “The Game Show Marathon” was the theme of the 

Advanced Leadership Development Conference.  This conference is designed specifically for older members ready to make a 
difference in their chapters and communities.   According to Darin Spelhaug of the Wyndmere FFA Chapter, "Trips to Bismarck for 
Winter Leadership Conferences are typically fun learning experiences, and this year was no 
exception.”    
 When I asked members what their favorite part of the ALD conference was, this is what I 
found:   
Joel Clifford of the Minot FFA chapter stated, “...the speakers we had made it a lot of fun. I had a lot 
of fun, and got the chance to meet a lot of people.”  
 Hope Johnson of the Kenmare FFA chapter shared, “My favorite part would have to be at the 
end of the conference. We dimmed all the lights in the room, and took the time to reflect on what the 
FFA organization truly meant to us, and how we can live our legacy as FFA members.”  
 After a day packed full of meeting new people, enthusiasm, and learning about leadership, 
members still had the energy to attend a banquet and dance the evening away.   
 Thank you, FFA members, for making this year’s Winter Leadership Conferences an 
unforgettable experience.  Bravo!   

  
The Best Time of Year                                                          by Mike Bjertness 
 With spring here, it has been that time again! This time of year is an occasion that reminds us of things 
accomplished and of things to come. No, it’s not the time to be in the barn, calving. It is not the time to be in the tractor 
cab, seeding. It hasn’t been the time for watching spring baseball, either. It’s been the time for FFA chapter banquets! 

Seen as the opportunity to highlight the entire year’s happenings, chapter banquets are much more than just food 
and visiting with others. They are a time for degree ceremonies, important awards to be handed out, and most importantly: 
they are the occasion for every member to be recognized for their involvement. Many banquets often include officer 
introductions, slideshows, and guest speakers. These banquets are not small matters, nor are they few in numbers! 

Over the past two months, the state officers have had the privilege to attend, and often speak at, the chapter 
banquets. With school and FFA activities winding down before state convention, the banquets are also coming to an end. 
This year, the state officers traveled to over forty different banquets all across the state. The occasions have proven to be 
great opportunities to meet members, motivate students for the years ahead, and celebrate with chapters on a year well 
done. 
 North Dakota FFA members have had many things to be proud of throughout the past year. We have all worked 
hard to accomplish goals and develop ourselves into stronger individuals. The banquets held this year mark those 
endeavors and give us ambition to utilize our strengths in the future. During no other season do so many members mark 
their accomplishments. Congratulations, FFA members! 
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HHiigghhlliigghhttss  ooff  WWiinntteerr  SShhooww  22000088                                                bbyy  NNiikkkkii  FFiiddeellddyy  
 

 Four hundred eager FFA members made their way to the 71st Annual Winter Show March 4th- 9th to compete in 
State Ag. Sales Career Development Event (CDE), State crops CDE, State Livestock CDE and the “Worlds Largest Crop 
Show”.   
 Friday morning, a set of judges were persuaded to buy an agriculture product from FFA members competing in 
the Ag. Sales CDE.  123 members participated representing 35 chapters.  The winning team was from Napoleon.  Team 
members were Alison Moser, Andrew Young, Cole Laber and Morgan Schwartzenberger.  Alison Moser was the high 
individual.  The North Dakota PAS and Bruce & Mara Glasow of Kindred are sponsors of the Ag Sales Awards.  The ND 
Winter Show sponsors the State Team Plaque and the Northern Plains Potato Growers Association sponsors their trip to 
the National FFA Convention.   
 The Crops CDE was also held on Friday.  A total of 214 members from 47 chapters competed at the Valley City 
Eagles Club.   The winning team was from the Hebron FFA Chapter.  Team members were Nicole Richardson, Marshal 
Woroniecki, Robert Dolney, Raelyn Renke and Jennifer Hauser.   The High Individual was Sean Rinkenberger from the 
Bottineau Chapter.    Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc. sponsors the Crops CDE Awards.  The Winter Show Plaque 
sponsor is the Valley City Kiwanis Club and the traveling team trophy is sponsored by Julie and Chad Ellingson.   
 On Saturday the Main Arena of the Winter Show Building was the starting point for the State Livestock Selection 
CDE.  There were 194 members from 44 Chapters who participated.  Winning team members from Napoleon were Aaron 
Bitz, Emily Gross, Chad Schumacher, Brianna Schneider and Chris Roehrich.  The high Individual in the contest was Kyle 
Wells of the Grant County Chapter.  North Dakota Rural Rehabilitation Corporation and the North Dakota Buffalo 
Association are event sponsors.  The Mel Kirkeide Award was presented to the high individual. The traveling trophy is 
sponsored by the NDSU Saddle and Sirloin Club.  The ND Winter Show Plaque is sponsored by Allard Trophy Company 
of Valley City.  High Team members also received special plaques from the ND Stockman’s Association. 
 District 6 also sponsored special plaques for 2nd – 5th place individuals in each event. 
 Twenty-three chapters also sent grain samples and sheaves to the “Worlds Largest Crop Show”.  A total of 816 
samples were entered in the FFA Division this year.  These chapters took home $1,860 in ribbon premiums for FFA and 
another $3,138 in open show premiums.  The Wahpeton FFA Chapter brought the most samples this year with 142 
samples shown and Carrington was second with 134.  Brent Lemer of Carrington won the Rutlege Kane award this year. 
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Get Ready to be Rocked                                                    BByy  CCooddyy  FFrriieesszz 
 Although you may not be able to tell by the temperature in the air, spring is here, and we all know that 
spring can only mean one thing…State Convention!  Ok it may not be The Beatles, ACDC, or Montgomery 
Gentry, but it is definitely the main attraction when you are talking about FFA within our great state.  This year 
we have a huge opening act.  You will not be able to remain in your seats and off your feet when United States 
Secretary of Agriculture Ed Schaffer and National FFA Advisor Dr. Larry D. Case take the stage.  Monday, 
June 2nd is jammed packed with registration, the kick off session, special entertainment, and the first round of 
the screening committee, you’ll barely have a voice by the end. 
 A little hoarse but still ready to rock, we move on to Tuesday.  Aside for the many CDE’s, some of the 
main attractions include the first official delegate convention session, officer candidate interviews, and the first 
convention session!  That evening we will have a chance to kick back and relax when we hit the dance floor.  
Dances are a great way to meet new people, so make sure you stop by. 
 Like ACDC says you will be Thunderstruck on Wednesday when we have our 
second, third, and fourth convention sessions and you get introduced to our National 
Western Region Vice President, Kari Boettcher from Oregon.  This is truly something you 
will not want to miss.  Wednesday is also Parents’ Day as parents join in our fun and 
activities.  That evening, everyone is invited to show off their skills with an exciting Karaoke 
event. 
      On Thursday, we will continue the fun with the fifth, sixth, and seventh convention 
sessions with their various award ceremonies.  We will be pumped up by the State FFA 
band and the talent review.  That evening we get another chance to break it down with the final dance. 
 On Friday we may be a little tired and our hearing may be a little impaired, but we’ll be excited when the 
headliner takes the stage.  We wrap up the week with our final convention session which is highlighted by the 
election of your 2008-2009 State FFA Officers! 
 It will be a long week and you will do a lot.  Retiring addresses, contests, dances, singing, and fun for 
all.  You will be exhausted from the huge lineup but you won’t want to trade this week for anything, not even 
tickets to the concert of the century!  So be sure to show up for the 79th Annual State FFA Convention this 
June 2nd through the 6th because We Will, We Will, Rock You! 
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NNaattiioonnaall  FFFFAA  WWeeeekk            bbyy  CChheellsseeyy  FFlliicckk  
 

 FFA Week & Dakota Wizards 
Dress up days, and newspaper advertisements can only mean one thing- FFA Week.  February 16-23 is 

the one week of the year designated for FFA chapters all over 
the country to have crazy activities for their members, as well 
as have the opportunity to spread the word about FFA and 
promote their chapter.    Chapters from all over the state got 
involved in FFA Week, and some of the activities they held 
were pretty random, and pretty awesome.  For example, the 
Killdeer chapter held a chili cook-off as well as an emblem 
scavenger hunt.  The Bottineau chapter got some of the grade-
schoolers involved in the week by putting on a coloring contest.  
Of course you can’t forget to let some sponsors know it’s FFA 
Week, so the Carrington chapter decided to send their sponsors 
some fresh cookies.  

 
On Sunday, Feb. 17th, chapters were also given the opportunity to attend 

FFA Night with the Dakota Wizards.  Chapters that attended the game were 
lucky enough to get to shoot some free throws down on the court just before the 
game started.  All in all, the week was filled with fun activities from all 
participating chapters and members.   
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SEE THE REDHAWKS IN FARGO 
  

  

FFA Day 
With the 
July 16, 2008 

 
 

Fargo-Moorhead 
Redhawks 

Vs. 
Gary Southshore RailCats 

7:00 pm 
 

Limited Seating Available 
Reserve your Seat Today! 

 
Book your Group by 

Calling: 
701-235-6161 

Come to Newman 
 

Outdoor Field and 
 

experience the  
 

excitement of Redhawks 
  

baseball 
 

Ticket prices are $6 per seat 
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ND CHAPTER PRESIDENT’S CONFERENCE – by Joel Lemer 
 
The Annual North Dakota FFA Chapter President’s Conference is scheduled for Sunday and Monday, July 13-14.  The CPC will be 
held at the Chieftain Convention Center in Carrington. 
 
Amber Haugland, former National FFA Central Region Vice-President and North Dakota State FFA President, will again head the 
CPC.  Additional Conference presenters include; Amy Rasmussen, former National FFA Central Region Vice-President from 
Nebraska, and Paige Haugland, former North Dakota State FFA Secretary.  
 
The CPC will be two days of training Chapter Presidents to better perform their duties in their home FFA Chapters.  The Conference 
consists of hands-on training in the duties and responsibilities of Chapter Presidents, working with your officer team, getting all 
members involved, connecting with your community, etc.  Chapter Presidents will find themselves better prepared to work with their 
officer team to lead their FFA Chapter to a very 
successful year. 
 
The CPC is not all work, as there are 
recreational activities as well.  An evening 
picnic is scheduled, followed by games and 
activities in the City Park.  A group recreational 
activity is also planned for late Sunday evening.  
Most importantly, there will be plenty of 
opportunity to socialize and visit with other FFA 
Chapter Presidents from across the state.  
 
Make your plans early to attend the North 
Dakota Chapter President’s Conference July 13-
14.  Additional information will be forwarded to 
all ND Chapter Presidents and FFA Advisors in 
the next several weeks. 
 

 

  
FarmHouse 
Fraternity 

 
The Builder Of Men 

Leadership Continued 
Into Your College Career  

Check out our booth at the ND State 
 FFA Convention  
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BBLLUUEE  JJAACCKKEETTSS,,  BBRRIIGGHHTT  FFUUTTUURREESS                  bbyy  RRaannddii  MMoooorree  

 
Who wants a free national blue and corn gold FFA jacket?!  I certainly know I’d take another.  That is 

why the North Dakota FFA Foundation raised funds to award jackets to 
members who don’t have them to bolster their enthusiasm for the National 
FFA Organization.  The Foundation raised funds to purchase 89 new jackets 
to award to Greenhands at the Greenhand, MFE and ALD Banquet held on 
January 5th at the Bismarck Ramkota Hotel. 
 If you are a member and have a challenge coming up with the $53 for 
a jacket, look to next year to send in an application.  If you are a parent, 
business, advisor, or just plain FFA enthusiast and are willing to donate 
money to give a member the official “jersey” of the FFA, contact Beth Bakke-
Stenehjem, Executive Director of the North Dakota FFA Foundation at 701-
224-8390 or her e-mail at bethbakke@btinet.net.  Who knows?  Maybe you’ll 
be sponsoring the first jacket for the next State FFA President! 

 
 
 
 

FFFFAA  DDaayy  WWiitthh  TThhee  TTiimmbbeerrwwoollvveess      bbyy  MMiikkee  BBjjeerrttnneessss  
 

FFA Members Have a Howlin’ Good Time with the Timberwolves 
Mike Bjertness 

Southeast Region Vice President 
 

 FFA members have proven they can howl with the best of company. On March 30, FFA 
members and five of the state officers from North Dakota were on the prowl for a good time as they 
attended “FFA Day at the Timberwolves” in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Sponsored by CHS and Ford 
Trucks, the event was a great way to meet fellow FFA members, take in an awesome game of 
basketball, and see downtown Minneapolis. A reception was hosted by Champ’s restaurant before 
the game, accompanied by a live auction and FFA trivia for prizes. Members from North Dakota, 
South Dakota, and Minnesota attended the game against the Utah Jazz, where the Timberwolves 
won, 110 to 103. Members in attendance had a chance to find the fun they were looking for even after 
the game, as they got to take pictures and shoot free throws on the court! Thanks to all the members 
that made the even a huge success! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 h 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
June 2 -6 – State Convention  
June 8-11 – BLASTOFF 
June 12-19 – NLCSO – Officer Training 
July 18-26 – North Dakota State Fair 
August 4-7 – Professional Development  

       Conference 
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Alumni News 

 

ND FFA Alumni & ND FFA Foundation Auction 
 

Any chapter that provides a single auction item that appears on the sale bill with 
$100 retail value will get their name put in a drawing for three $100.00 cash 

prizes sponsored by the ND FFA Alumni Association.  Please get a list of your 
items, donor’s address, donating chapter, and approximate value to Glen Huettl by 
June 1st via email to gthuettl@rtc.com  We want to have sale bills available at State Convention. 

 
 

Schedule for the ND FFA Alumni/Foundation Auction on Saturday July 19, 2008: 
11:00 a.m. – FFA Foundation Silent Auction – State Fair Atrium 

2:00 p.m. – FFA Foundation Live Auction – State Fair Atrium 
 

Alumni Executive Council 
President:   Vice President:  Lenny Tesky, Beulah 
Rod Romereim   Secretary/Treasurer:  Larry Ulrich, Elgin 
17915 84th St Se  Reporter: Chelsey Berndt, Towner 
Wahpeton, ND 58075    

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on the Alumni or any of its events, go to our website at 
http://ndffafoundation.com/Alumni/FFAAlumni.htm  

 
 
 
     Help start an FFA Alumni Chapter in your Community.  The ND FFA Alumni will be sponsoring a $150 reward to 
FFA Chapters who help establish a new FFA Alumni Affiliate in their community. The money should be used to present 
a scholarship to the FFA member(s) who played a significant part in getting the affiliate started. 
     What can your Chapter gain from an Alumni Chapter?  Alumni Achievement Awards-Three $100 awards, 
Washington Leadership Conference scholarships, help with local contest teams, chaperones for FFA Trips. 
     What does the ND FFA Alumni Association do for the FFA in ND?  Host the State FFA 
Alumni/Foundation Auction at the ND State Fair, scavenger hunt for FFA Greenhand Conference, trivia quiz at Made 
For Excellence Conference, sponsorship of WLC scholarships, sponsorship of Achievement Awards, sponsorship of 
Chapter Presidents’ Conference, and other events. 
     How can we start an Alumni Affiliate and receive $150?  Talk to your FFA Advisor or Advisory Committee, 
and contact Larry Ulrich to help set up a meeting, collect state and national dues from a minimum of ten members, 
submit a roster to the State Alumni Secretary prior to the ND Winter Show, have an Alumni member attend the State 
Meeting during the Winter Show, and pick up your check at the State FFA Convention in Fargo. 
     Larry Ulrich, 6460 74th St SW, Elgin, ND 58533, 701-584-2573 
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SSiinnggiinngg  FFFFAA  MMeemmbbeerrss  MMaakkee  CCDD  

Nine North Dakota FFA members traveled to Mobridge, South Dakota on Saturday, December 15, 2007 to 
begin their singing careers.  These nine members were chosen for their singing and songwriting abilities to 
make a CD featuring talented FFA members.  The students were nervous but also very excited about becoming 
part of the first FFA talent CD in the state.  

Doug Vannurden , Assistant State Supervisor for Agriculture Education and FFA said, “We have such good 
talent at our district leadership meetings and state conventions that it seemed logical to showcase these young 
people.  Rory Hoffman, who helped produce this album through Depot Music, is a blind musician and recording 
artist.  He is a three-time Christian Country Music Musician of the Year.  With his expertise and patience, we 
knew the album would be special.” 

 Sponsorship through the US Durum Growers Association made this project possible. 

 Students performing on the CD were Craig Goettle from the Kenmare FFA Chapter with an original song; 
Serena Harris, Tonya Zimmerman, and Kylee Jeffers (on guitar) from the Garrison FFA Chapter; Morgan 
Hauge from the Stanley FFA Chapter; Caitlin Layden and Chloe Krinke from the Scranton FFA Chapter; 
Kathryn Smith from the Lisbon FFA Chapter with an original song; and Jordan Zenker from the Gackle/Streeter 
FFA Chapter. 

The CD will be on sale at the State FFA Convention for only $10.  Proceeds will be used towards sending 
winning teams to the National FFA Convention.   

 


