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     The NDCA announces the appointments of Melissa 
Gordon of Bismarck, and Emily Montgomery of Grand 
Forks to serve on the NDCA’s board of directors, 
effective August 2015.
     NDCA would like to welcome Melissa and Emily, 
and give a sincere thank you to our departing members, 
Cindy Haider and Dean Opp, for their time and efforts 
displayed during their appointed terms.
(continued on page 4)

NDCA announces new board 
appointments

Art for Life Traditional Dance and Mobile Painting 
Device project

     The North Dakota Council 
on the Arts (NDCA) with its 
Art for Life Program partners 
in Jamestown, Ellendale, 
Enderlin, and Wahpeton, 
conducted a special project 
utilizing traditional dancers 
and a mobile painting device 
(MPD) to create paintings 
on large 12’ x 15’ canvases. 
The Art for Life Program 
partners for this project 
included Jamestown Fine 
Arts Center with Ave Maria 
Village and Heritage Centre, 
Ellendale Area Arts Council 
with Prince of Peace Care 
Center and Evergreen Place 
Assisted Living, Enderlin 
Fine Arts Association with 
Maryhill Manor, and Three 
Rivers Arts Council with 
Siena Court. The Art for Life 
Program seeks to improve the 
emotional and physical health 
of elders in care facilities 
through intensive art and 
artist interaction.
     One of the main artists 
involved was Jeff Nachtigall, 
an established artist who has 
exhibited in North America, 
Europe, and China and who 
has given keynote addresses 
at national conferences on 
arts and aging. He developed 
Open Studio Projects, an 
inclusive, non-hierarchical, 
community-centered strategy 

that challenges traditional clinical approaches and pushes the 
boundaries of the arts in healthcare. Jeff is also the designer 
and inventor of the Mobile Painting Device, an adaptive 
technology that transforms the wheelchair into a giant 

paintbrush, giving people 
living with neurological 
deficits the opportunity to 
express themselves on a very 
large scale.
     Four traditional artists/
dancers were also involved. 
Mary Louise Defender 
Wilson is a nationally 
renowned Dakotah/Hidatsa 
storyteller and traditionalist 
and recipient of the 
prestigious Bush Foundation 
Artist Fellowship, Enduring 
Vision Award, and from the 
National Endowment for the 
Arts, the National Heritage 
Fellowship. She presented 
and lead traditional Dakotah 
dances. Margreat Sam is 
a Bharatanatyam dancer 
originally from India who 
started training in traditional 
dance at the age of 3 ½. In 

Bombay, Margreat owned and ran a traditional dance studio 
training 500 students every year.  She also has trained dancers 
for Bollywood movies. (continued on page 3)

In Wahpeton, the dance and music 
featured was that of Michif fiddler 
James Cabrael LaRocque and his 

fiddler friend Ann Schluter. The elders 
danced waltzes and jigs while standing 

and sitting in chairs. The person in 
the chair is the inventor of the mpd, 

Jeff Nachtigall. He collaborated with 
the traditional dancers/artists. Jeff 
is putting finishing touches on the 
painting created by the elders with 

dance and the mpd.

In Wahpeton the elders also sat in a 
circle with fiddler James LaRocque 

playing. Paint was poured at the feet 
of the dancers as they jigged and 
moved their feet on the canvas.

Detail of the painting in Wahpeton.

Margreat Sam, Bharatanatyam dancer, 
with paint on her hands and feet puts 

finishing touches on the painting 
created by the elders and the mpd in   

Jamestown.

In Enderlin, elders participate in a 
group Irish social dance using walkers 

and canes with rags attached and 
dipped in paint.



     In my first year with NDCA I have learned a great deal about the value of 
partnerships forged by local arts organizations. It seems to me that groups that 
strengthen their visibility within their communities through relationships often 
fare best, and those who form strong and varied partnerships seem to hold 
a greater position of importance within their community. A definition about 
community engagement (which includes partnering) offered in a recent seminar 
put on by the NDSU Extension Service seems to say it perfectly:  

Community engagement refers to the process by which community 
organizations and individuals build ongoing, permanent relationships for 
the purpose of applying a collective vision for the benefit of a community. 

     During an ArtsLab seminar last April, the question was asked, “How does an 
organization move from important to essential?” I believe partnering is one way 
to make that transition. If, rather than working alone, we become a strong and 
valuable partner to other community entities, we can embed ourselves into our 
community in a more significant manner. Partnerships can (and should) be with 
other arts organizations, but perhaps even more valuable are partnerships with 
groups such as K-12 education, Parks & Rec, health care facilities, and local 
businesses. Such relationships allow the community to be aware of our efforts, 
involved in our work, and committed to the preservation of our organization as 
an essential part of community culture.  
     Below are some examples of partnerships that various grantees have 
mentioned to me this year; I hope all those committed to the arts will consider 
forging similar local partnerships:
     Businesses: * Local businesses (share storage; art and wine walk; art fest; 
donation of raffle items; donation of food or wine for events) * Local movie 
houses (production space) * Local banks (sponsor events, donation of space)
    City/County: * City (funding; public art) * County Extension Services 
(planning events such as a day camp) * Parks & Rec (public art; sculpture 
garden) * Public Works (joint programs) * Park District (summer concerts in the 
park) * Downtown Association (funding; partnering for events)
     Community: * Churches (concert area; assistance with events) * Service clubs 
such as Elks, Rotary, Optimists (funding; presentations on the value of arts)  
* Local library (programs; use of space) * Local museum (student tours; classes 
for community) * Parent volunteer groups (run concessions; help with costumes, 
seating, backstage, ticketing) * Community volunteers (set design/construction; 
programs; mailings; database; fundraising)
     Education: * Head Start and early childhood education (art classes; parenting 
programs based on arts) * Public schools (using facilities; sharing art teacher; 
bringing concerts to HS; space for day camp; inviting school art students to 
events or facilities) * Local universities (space for gallery; sharing of theater 
costumes; community school of the arts affiliated with the university; museum 
studies classes; intro to theater classes; student interns; Partners in Learning; 
music, art or theater students assisting with classes or productions) 
     Health and Wellness: * Hospitals (posting student art in a cancer center)  
* Assisted Living Facilities (art classes, Art for Life program, children 
performing at facility)
     I would like to close by sharing some creative examples of partnering taking 
place in our state: Bismarck-Mandan Civic Chorus partners with public schools, 
Bismarck State College, Central Dakota Children’s Choir, Theo Arts School, 
Missouri Valley Chamber Orchestra, Bismarck-Mandan Symphony, and Missouri 
River Community Band. The Chorus is involved with community projects such as 
a 9/11 Memorial Concert, an Ann Frank Concert, caroling at nursing homes, and 
the McQuade Softball Tournament (choir members volunteer to help at this large 
softball tournament). Fargo-Moorhead Opera partners with the Jeremiah Project, 
which offers a college education and housing for single mothers. Their office is in 
the Gate City Bank building. Gate City Bank is a strong supporter of opera. Theo 
Art School displays their students’ artwork at St. Alexis’ Oncology Center. 
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“I’m in Me” a poem by Jerry Trupka 

     As the warm penetrating sun beats down upon my naked feet, childhood memories 
shielded by age, begin to kindle while thinking about the paint that will be soon be squishing 
between my toes.
     As my feet begin slapping the canvas and the violin begins to saturate the air with its 
harmony, my spirit begins to feel the embracement of its warming presence.
     As my spirit within begins to dance, all my worries, aches and pains begin to fade.  
Memories of my childhood begin to shout out to the music from within, that has been 
darkened for so long.
     Though ninety years of age may have a foothold on my physical body, my mind begins to 
unlock precious memories of long ago, and these memories begin to lash out at the canvas as 
if they were impersonating a cracking whip.
     As the violin strings continue to fill the air with a majestic composition, and the paint begins to flow across the canvas, my 
wheelchair graciously rolls across the canvas and sketches strokes of many colors, it seems as if I am being assisted by the 
hands of Picasso. 
     Each stroke of color is unique to the next and yet they all blend together as one.  The world is represented by this canvas, and 
each stroke represents a life filled with individuality and expression.  
     As my mark of many colors cross and weave together upon the canvas, I feel my spirit bursting from within and reaching 
outwards to the adjacent crowd and shouting with joy!
     Look everyone, it’s me; Look closer everyone;
     It’s me, I’m in me!

Jerry Trupka is the Siena Court Housing Director. This poem is Jerry reflecting the Mobile Art Event. While talking with a resident 
a couple days post to the event, he was asking this individual what they thought about getting paint squished between their toes and 
their comment was: “I’m in Me!” This individual suffers from dementia and could not explain further. If this individual were able to 
express the feelings within, Jerry believes this is what they felt. 

Jerry Trupka is shown dancing a waltz 
with an elder from the care facility.  

James LaRocque is playing the waltz 
on the fiddle.

Art for Life (continued)
Maureen McDonald is a sean nos (“old style” improvisational Irish 
step) dancer. She studied Appalachian Clogging, with its roots in Irish 
jigs, French Step, and Scottish Highland dancing, from Scottie McKee 
in Kentucky. She also studied with a group of women dancers in the 
Irish village of Roundstone in Connemara, County Galway.  James 
“Cubby” LaRocque is a Michif fiddle player who grew up playing 
music with his father James Sr. in “Bush Dances” and for celebratory 
occasions in the Turtle Mountain area of North Dakota.  This music is 
closely tied to the jigging tradition of the area that has its roots in the 
blended dance traditions of Irish and 
French fur traders from the 1700s and 
the Ojibway women they married.  A 

rare component of this tradition includes the fiddler, while sitting in a chair, doing hard 
jigging steps on the floor to provide accompanying rhythm to the instrument.    
     By combining the creative talents of highly mobile traditional artists with people in 
eldercare facilities who may have limited mobility by using adaptive technology like 
the MPD, and by working together to create artistic works on a grand scale that are both 
traditional and contemporary, visual and performative, the elders moved beyond their 
limitations, both real and perceived.
~ All photos are courtesy of Troyd Geist, NDCA Folklorist

In Enderlin Irish dancer Maureen 
danced with a woman who wanted 
to paint, she was not a resident of 
the facility but came to watch and 

participate. She loved it!

In Ellendale, the dance featured was 
Dakotah and the lead dancer was 

Mary Louise Defender Wilson.  The 
mpd and the traditional dances were 

used to create a medicine wheel.  

Mobile painting 
device in use in 
Ellendale in the 

creation of a 
medicine wheel.

     The North Dakota Department of Public Instruction (ND DPI) has expanded the Mathematics 
and Science Partnership Newsletter (MSP) to the STEAM (science, 
technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics) Newsletter. The ND DPI 
also thanked Rebecca Engelman and the North Dakota Council on the 
Arts for the development of the STEAM logo and the opportunity to use it. 

ND DPI adopts STEAM
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     The North Dakota Council on the Arts (NDCA) has awarded two artist fellowships in the amount of $2,500 each. The 
Individual Artist Fellowship recipients in Visual Arts are Guillermo Guardia of Grand Forks; and Ryan Stander of Minot. 
Both were recommended by a review panel and their selections were approved by the NDCA’s Board of Directors.
     Guillermo Guardia: NDCA funds will assist with new sculptures being produced, a new body of work that will be 
created, and a series of stronger pieces that will take his artwork to the next level.
     Ryan Stander: NDCA grant funds will allow him to return to alternative photographic processes experiments, while 
expanding upon them and hopefully perfecting them. The grant will provide necessary funds to purchase appropriate tools 
needed to work with the wood and purchase the printing supplies of chemicals, films, and substrates.
     The Individual Artist Fellowship program recognizes practicing artists residing in North Dakota with a monetary 
fellowship award. This program is designed to support professional artists with outstanding talent and ability to improve 
their artistic skills and enhance their career opportunities. Fellowships for Music and Literature artists will be awarded in 
2016. For more information on NDCA’s grant programs please visit www.nd.gov/arts/grants or call 701-328-7590.

NDCA announces new board appointments (continued)
     The NDCA’s board consists of nine members - one from 
each of the state’s regions, and one member-at-large, each 
of whom is appointed by the governor for a five-year term. 
Additional information on each of the board members, 
as well as the regions they represent, is available on the 
NDCA’s web site at http://www.nd.gov/arts/about-us/
board-of-directors. 
  Melissa Gordon has been drawing since she 

could hold a crayon to the wall. She has won 
numerous awards for her realistic renderings 
around the state and has many works in private 
collections across the country. She has had a 
number of solo shows and participates in many 
regional group shows throughout the year. 
     After over 10 years as a graphic artist, 

designer and Art Director, she has worked independently 
the last twelve years as a freelance artist and illustrator 
specializing in drawing mediums and a return to fine arts. 
Her work is currently featured in and on books, murals, 
greeting cards, rubber stamps and embroidery designs
     Melissa also enjoys teaching workshops and other 
classes in and around the Bismarck-Mandan area to people 
of all ages. She belongs to many local arts organizations 
and is a founding member of Bismarck Downtown Artists 
Cooperative as well as a board member of Dakota West 
Arts Council. In addition to her work as an artist, she is also 
an active member of the community and does volunteer 
work for many area organizations. 

Emily Montgomery, a Grand Forks native, 
grew up on a Red River Valley farm and 
graduated from the University of North Dakota 
in 2011 with degrees in English, Music, and 
Honors and a minor in Nonprofit Leadership.
      Montgomery’s extensive involvement in the 

arts began at an early age in music, theater, 
and dance. This involvement continued 

throughout college with roles in musical productions by the 

now-defunct Crimson Creek Collegiate Players and singing 
with the Concert Choir. Simultaneously, Montgomery 
danced as a company member and maintained a rigorous 
teaching schedule at the North Dakota Ballet Company, 
eventually being promoted to Academy Director in 2010.
     Upon graduation, Montgomery’s commitment and 
passion for her state and community led her to remain in 
Grand Forks.  While working as Academy Director at the 
North Dakota Ballet Company, she was instrumental in 
creating a standardized Cecchetti dance curriculum for the 
school while continuing to dance, teach, and choreograph.  
She also maintained her involvement in music by singing as 
an auditioned member of the Grand Forks Master Chorale.  
     In 2012, Montgomery was named Executive Director 
of the historic Empire Arts Center, a historic theater in the 
heart of downtown Grand Forks.  Since taking the helm 
of the Empire, Montgomery has led the way through a 
number of exciting changes, including a partnership with 
the University of North Dakota to display their world-class 
art collections on a permanent basis at the Empire, the 
founding of the Empire Theatre Company, the renovation 
of the Empire’s backstage space and subsequent concert 
series “The Backstage Project,” the renovation of the 
Empire’s basement and the resulting black box theater 
“Studio E,” and more.  Recently, the Empire announced 
yet another new program:  The Edge New Works Festival, 
dedicated to newly-produced theater, dance, and music 
created by local and regional artists.  
     Montgomery is a past board member of the North Valley 
Arts Council.  She currently serves as a board member of 
the Grand Forks Chorales, Inc., the Greater Grand Forks 
Symphony Orchestra, and the Downtown Development 
Association.  She is also a founding core team member of 
TEDxGrandForks and currently serving as an advisory task 
force member for the Grand Forks Public Arts Commission 
and on the Grand Forks Arts & Events Community 
Vibrancy Committee.  

NDCA announces Individual Artist Fellowship recipients

Melissa 
Gordon

Emily 
Montgomerry
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North Dakota artist’s works on exhibit at the Capitol
     The NDCA, along with the offices of Governor Jack Dalrymple, First 
Lady Betsy Dalrymple, and Attorney General Wayne Stenehjem, exhibited 
the works of Fargo artist Carmen Bruhn at the Capitol Building in Bismarck 
during the months of July, August and September. Bruhn’s work is on display 
in the Governor’s ground floor and first floor offices, the First Lady’s fourth 
floor office, and the Attorney General’s first floor office.
     Artists looking to represent their region with art work placed in the Capitol 
can submit a brief resume along with photographs or slides of their work to 
the North Dakota Council on the Arts, 1600 East Century Avenue, Suite 6, Bismarck, ND 58503. 
Artists are selected for quarterly display.
     Award winning artist Carmen Bruhn began her art studies in the Republic of Panama, where 

she was born and reared.  Bruhn received her BS in Architecture from Panama National University 
and has further pursued her formal art studies through workshops with prominent artist like Cheng-

Khee Chee, Carla O’ Connor, John Salminen, Robert Burridge, Donna 
Zagotta, Rose Edin and Arnie Westerman.
     For the past two years Carmen has expanded her knowledge 
of Abstract Expressionism with the talented painter Marjorie 
Schlossman’s classes at the Catherine Kilbourne Center for Creativity, 
where lectures and museum exhibits visits are part of the curriculum.
     Watercolor, Gouache and acrylic are Carmen’s favorite mediums. 
Her work shows both an interest in abstraction as well as influences 
from her earlier career as an architect. Carmen is not preoccupied about accurately depicting 
her subject, as much as she is in expressing her own ideas about the subject. The way 
Carmen views her subject, and the way she feels and empathizes with it, come through 

in each piece. She favors designs that are inspired by both life and conceptual ideas that define form as elegant and 
modernistic in feel, with bright color, flat shapes and repetition of pattern.  
     Her work has been included in many regional and national art exhibitions, twice winning the Gold Medal Award in the 
Red River Watercolor Society National Juried Watermedia Exhibition. Carmen is a signature member of the Red River 
Watercolor Society, Associate member of the American Watercolor Society, member of Top o’ the Morning Toastmaster 
and member of Gallery 4. For the past four years she has shared her passion for color and design as a teacher in her 
watercolor classes. Carmen now lives in Fargo, ND with her husband.
     For more information contact Carmen Bruhn at (701)237-3669; (701) 200-2168; e-mail BruhnFineArt@gmail.com; or 
visit http://www.bruhnart.com/Carmen_Bruhn_Fine_Art/Fine_Art/Fine_Art.html. 

           The winners of the 2015 Annual Governor’s Photo Contest will be on display at the offices of Governor 
Jack Dalrymple, First Lady Betsy Dalrymple and the Attorney General’s Office during the months of October, 
November and December. A winner’s reception is tentatively scheduled for October 13th at the Capitol. 
     Launched in 2004, the Governor’s Photo Contest encourages North Dakota amateur photographers to 
submit photos that capture the unique things to see and do in North Dakota, and show North Dakota’s appeal 
as a travel destination. 
     “North Dakota’s amateur photographers do an impressive job of capturing through the camera lens all the 
wonderful things to see and do in our great state,” said Gov. Dalrymple. “This contest gives photographers an 
opportunity to have their images published and it gives the Tourism Division more sources of photography to 
highlight North Dakota’s legendary scenery, attractions and events.”
     One winner will be selected in each contest category and a cash prize will be awarded to the photographer 
of each selected photo. Additional honorable mentions may be selected in each category, with photographers 
receiving North Dakota Legendary merchandise. A Best of Show photo will be selected from the winning 
photographs, and the photographer will receive an additional $300 cash prize and a free, one-year basic 
membership to AAA. The photography competition and display are presented through a partnership of North 
Dakota Tourism, North Dakota Council on the Arts, and AAA North Dakota branch offices.
     For more information visit http://www.ndtourism.com/content/12th-annual-governors-photo-contest. 

Photo contest winners’ works to be exhibited at the Capitol
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North Dakota artist’s work displayed in Washington, D.C.
     Dr. Beth Gigante Klingenstein, 
the Executive Director of the North 
Dakota Council on the Arts, received 
an interesting request last month. 
The National Assembly of State Arts 
Agencies (NASAA) recently moved to 
new offices in Washington, D.C. and put 
out a call to state arts agencies across the 
country asking for donations of art work 
for their new office walls. Klingenstein 
immediately thought of Native artist, 

Butch Thunder Hawk, whose work was displayed this year 
in the North Dakota state Capitol building. When asked if 
he would donate one of his paintings to represent North 
Dakota, Thunder Hawk readily agreed, and donated the 
work “Dakota Pride,” a large acrylic painting.  The painting 
is now hanging in the new NASAA office.
        
   

     “NASAA is honored to receive this artwork and is 
grateful to artist Butch Thunder Hawk and the North 
Dakota Council on the Arts for such a generous donation,” 
said NASAA CEO Pam Breaux. “This gift is a stunning 
reminder of state arts agencies’ mission to ensure all 
communities enjoy the benefits of a thriving arts sector. We 

are proud to display ‘Lakota Pride’ at NASAA’s national 
offices.”
     Butch Thunder Hawk is an enrolled member of Standing 
Rock Lakota/Dakota Nation, Fort Yates, ND. Currently 
he is a Tribal Arts Instructor at United Tribes Technical 
College in Bismarck, North Dakota. He has a B.S. Degree 
in Physical Education from Dickinson State College, and 
a Major in Graphic Design at California College of Arts in 
Oakland California.
     Based on his reputable knowledge of tribal arts, he was 
commissioned by Harvard University-Peabody Museum to 
create a Horse Memorial Effigy for display and permanent 
collection. Butch was also contracted by Nelson Atkins 
Museum, Kansas City, to reproduce a replica of Horse 
Memorial Effigy for their permanent collection.  He was 
visiting Curator and Student Mentor at Peabody Museum-
Harvard University and received a Harvard Fellowship in 
2005. As a co-curated, he assisted in design work for the 
Lewis and Clark Exhibit, and Wiyohpiyata [Ledger Art 
Exhibit] at the Peabody Museum-Harvard University.
     He was contracted by James Monroe House Museum 
to produce two major art pieces for their Native American 
Section in Charlottesville, Virginia; and he was contracted 
by Thomas Jefferson House Foundation, Charlottesville, to 
also reproduce 20 traditional Native American art pieces. 
All works are replicas of those President Jefferson received 
from Lewis and Clark.
     Butch Thunder Hawk has received a Fine Arts 
Fellowship from Dickinson State University, has worked 
with The North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame and provided 
a major art piece to them to assist in fundraising. For 
more information you can e-mail Butch Thunder Hawk at 
bthawk10@yahoo.com.  

Butch Thunder Hawk

     NDCA’s 9th Annual Special Edition Ornament set a record for sales. After posting the 
ornament on Facebook and sending out a press release, the ornament sold out in one 
day! Metalsmith and designer David Badman of Badman Design in Grand Forks, ND, was 
commissioned by NDCA to create a one-of-a-kind ornament. These limited edition ornaments 
are constructed of copper, brass, nickel silver with a hand painted Red River and are suspended 
from a hand-wound sterling silver hanging wire. Each ornament is editioned and stamped with 
the Badman name, the guarantee of originality.
     David Badman has been in business for over 25 years, specializing in custom, one of a kind 
pieces to fit any area of your life. He currently utilizes a 5,000 sq. foot showroom and design 
studio in downtown Grand Forks. For more information visit http://badman.com or contact 
David at 701-746-7300 or via e-mail at dave@badman.com. 

     The commission of an annual ornament offers the opportunity to purchase a unique, hand-made Christmas 
decoration and/or gift, while investing in the arts across the state. Each year the ornament, including gift box, 
sells for $25.00 plus tax and shipping. $12 from each ornament can be used as a tax-deductible donation to 
the North Dakota Cultural Endowment Fund to assist NDCA in providing artistic opportunities for citizens 
throughout the state of North Dakota. 
     Since the 2015 ornament sold so quickly, NDCA is offering ornaments from previous years 
that have not sold out at a special discounted rate of 50% off (please check http://www.nd.gov/arts/
resources-services/online-store for availability). If you would like to purchase any currently available Special 
Edition Ornaments, please call (701) 328-7590.    

NDCA’s 9th Annual Special Edition Ornament 
sets a record for the agency
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     NDCA has made significant updates to the Artist in Residence (AIR) grant program.  This includes the 
clarification of the program’s goal and intent, an increase in the level of funding, updates to the narrative 
questions, and a new online application process.
     Mounting research evidence confirms that students in schools with arts-rich learning environments 
academically outperform their peers in arts-poor schools.  Where the arts are an integral component of the school 
day, they positively impact student attendance, persistence and engagement; enhance teacher effectiveness; 
improve school culture; and strengthen parent and community involvement.  
     In an effort to encourage schools to invest in arts instructors and programming for their students, NDCA asks 
that applicants keep in mind that the AIR Program is designed not to replace, but to build upon and enhance a 
school’s existing art programs and vision for future programming. New questions within the AIR Grant application 
will reflect this goal.
     Beginning September 1, 2015, Artist in Residence projects that include the services of NDCA Roster Artists 
who resided within the state of North Dakota may request up to 70% of the total artist fee. This increase strives 
to meet the needs of small rural schools working to expand their school’s vision for arts education. The total artist 
fee includes; honorarium, travel expenses, housing, sustenance, and artist materials directly related to the project.  
Projects that include artists who reside outside the state of North Dakota may still request 50% of the total artist fee.
     The narrative questions found within the Artist in Residence Grant application have been updated to clarify the 
goals and intent of the program and to reflect current research in education. A copy of the new Artist in Residence 
Planning Guide which includes a copy of the narrative questions may be found at: http://www.nd.gov/arts/sites/
default/files/PDFs/airplanningguide15-16.pdf. (see page 8 for additional information on applying)

NDCA updates Artist in Residence program

    NDCA invites artists and crafts people to provide handmade ornaments for the North Dakota State Christmas Tree. The 
tree will be on display in the Memorial Hall of the State Capitol, and Governor Jack and First Lady Betsy Dalrymple will 
participate in a lighting of the tree ceremony. The tree lighting ceremony takes place in the State Capitol’s Memorial Hall 
and the date will be announced soon. Submitted ornaments can vary from traditional to contemporary arts. This year’s 
theme is bell ornaments. Items that are commercially produced or made from kits are not eligible. Each ornament should 
include the name of the person entering it, and a brief one or two line description of the ornament that includes the art 
form used, the special circumstances through which it was created, such as a class or senior center project. A descriptive 
listing will be available at the ceremony and will be mailed to everyone who submits an ornament.
     Ornaments must be received in the NDCA office no later than Tuesday, November 10, 2015, and they become the 
property of the NDCA and may be hung on the state tree in ensuing years. Ornaments should be mailed to the NDCA, 
1600 E. Century Ave., Suite 6, Bismarck, ND 58503-0649.

Call for ornaments for State Christmas Tree

Art-o-mat at West Acres makes art accessible
     There was a time when getting a box of cigarettes from 
a machine was a novelty. Coins would drop into a shiny 
machine with “cigarettes” in bold silver lettering decorated 
across it. The pull of a knob delivered your favorite brand, 
neatly wrapped with crackling cellophane.
     But due to an increasing ban of cigarette dispensers in 
public places over the past few decades, these now-vintage 
cigarette dispensers deliver a new novelty — art. And you 
can find the latest Art-o-mat dispenser in Fargo’s West 
Acres Shopping Center.
     Art-o-mat first got its start in Winston-Salem, N.C., 
by artist Clark Whittington. Whittington got his hands on 
a recently banned cigarette dispenser in 1997 and made 
it a part of an art installment at a local coffee shop. The 
machine dispensed photos mounted on blocks, and it 
was so well received that the machine stayed at the shop 
unaltered until 2010, and more Art-o-mats were created to 
meet the demand. 
     There are now over 100 machines worldwide with over 
400 contributing artists. The West Acres mall location is the 

first in North Dakota.
     Jeff Knight, local artist and assistant professor of 
graphic design at Moorhead’s Concordia College, learned 
of Art-o-mat while he was staying in Winston-Salem 
in 2010. Knight submitted his hand-carved wishbones 
and ended up producing over 200 wishbones that were 
distributed to machines all over the country.
     Any artist can submit their work to Art-o-mat. The piece 
must be original, not massed produced, and can fit in a box 
with the dimensions of 2⅛ inches by 3¼ inches by ⅞ inch.
     Once Whittington and his team have approved the art, 
the artist needs to produce at least 50 pieces to be shipped 
out to various locations. Each piece is sold for $5, with 
the artist keeping $2.50. Local artists can submit art by 
e-mailing Knight at jeffknightis@gmail.com. 

 ~ This article was partially reprinted with permission from The 
Arts Partnership, to read the entire article, please visit  
http://theartspartnership.net/artspulse/art-o-mat-at-west-acres-
makes-art-accessible/.
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     The National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) recently announced the 2015 Our Town grant awards; 69 awards totaling 
almost $5 million will support projects in 35 states plus Puerto Rico. “The Our Town program represents important tenets of 
the NEA’s work,” said NEA Chairman Jane Chu. “Our Town supports an impressive level of creativity in the field and helps 
spark vitality within a community through the arts.”
     Through Our Town, the NEA provides grants for arts-based community development projects that contribute toward the 
livability of communities and help transform them into lively, beautiful, and sustainable places with the arts at their core. 
Congratulations to the two North Dakota’s recipients:
     North Dakota Museum of Art of Grand Forks, primary partner is the Cankdeska Cikana Community College. 
Awarded: $50,000 to support the activation of native arts practices in the Spirit Lake Tribe to address tribal societial 
needs. Activities include art-making workshops led by established tribal artists, the development of a master art plan, and 
exhibitions, performances, and lectures. North Dakota Museum of Art and Cankdeska Cikana Community College intend 
to increase public understanding of and participation in the arts while using the arts to heal the community by giving tribe 
members suffering from substance abuse and unemployment new ways to participate in community life. Spirit Lake Tribe 
member around 6,200 and are often lower income.
     Three Rivers Arts Council of Wahpeton, primary partner is Wahpeton Parks & Recreation. Awarded: $50,000 to 
support the creation of public art in Chahinkapa Park. The project will include Native American artist residencies, the 
creation of public art, and related arts engagement and educational activities. Three Rivers Arts Council, Wahpeton Parks 
and Recreation, Circle of Nations School, Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate Tribe, and other partners intend to establish the 
community’s connection to and stewardship of its unique environmental habitat of endangered tallgrass prairie. They aim to 
develop the area’s ecology and Native American culture as a community asset. Wahpeton, originally known as Chahinkapa 
(meaning “end of the woods”), is the nearest population center to the Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate Tribe’s Lake Traverse 
Reservation, which has 12,300 members. For more information visit http://arts.gov. 

NDCA congratulates two North Dakota organizations 
awarded Our Town grants

NDCA grant award amount increases, grant deadlines  
approaching, and transition to a new online grant system 

     Thanks to increases to NDCA’s grants funding from the state legislature and the National Endowment for 
the Arts, the Professional Development grant maximum award has been raised from $500 to $1,000; the 
Special Projects grant maximum award has been raised from $1,000 to $1,250; the Community Arts Access 
and Presenter Support grants have increased the minimum request from $1,000 to $1,250, and increased the 
maximum request from $2,000 to $3,000; the Artist in Residence has changed the 50/50 match to a 70/30 
match for instate artists, and leaves a 50/50 match for out of state artists; and the Folk and Traditional Arts 
program has added $7,500 to the grant budget from the state, and an additional $5,000 from the NEA.
     Application deadline dates for the NDCA grant programs are approaching. Artist-in-Residence, Community 
Arts Access and Presenter Support grants must be submitted, via NDCA’s new online grant system, by 
November 1, 2015, for programs taking place between January 1 and June 30, 2016. The draft review deadline 
is October 15. Early submission is strongly encouraged for all programs. To access NDCA’s new online grant 
system, or to view grant availability, please visit: https://nd.culturegrants.org. 
     Also, a reminder that the Professional Development, Special Projects and Teacher Incentive grant 
applications are accepted throughout the year, but must be submitted no later than four (4) weeks prior to 
the start of the event. Early submission of applications is recommended since grant funds are limited and 
applications are reviewed on a first-come, first-serve basis.     
     PLEASE NOTE that NDCA is currently transitioning to a new online grant system and application process. 
Schools and teachers wishing to apply for the Artist in Residence, Teacher Incentive, or STEAM 
TEAM grant programs must contact the Arts in Education Director, Rebecca Engelman, at 
rengelman@nd.gov for detailed instructions before starting the online application. For all other 
applicants, detailed application instructions will be available on NDCA’s website at www.nd.gov/arts/grants. 
     If you have questions or concerns regarding NDCA’s new online grant system, or would like additional 
information, contact the North Dakota Council on the Arts at (701) 328-7590.      

Thank you for your patience during this transition period.         
     ~These grants are supported by the North Dakota Council on the Arts, a state agency, through the support of the 
National Endowment for the Arts and an appropriation from the North Dakota State Legislature. Funding is contingent 
on availability of funds.  
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NDCA awards $537,138 in grants statewide
     The North Dakota Council on the Arts completed its Spring grant rounds for Fiscal Year 2016. $537,138 
was awarded in nine different grant programs: Artist in Residence, Community Arts Access, Individual 
Artist Fellowships, Institutional Support, Folk & Traditional Arts Apprenticeship, Professional Development, 
Presenter Support, Special Projects, and STEAM Team. All applications were evaluated by grant review panels 
and all awards were subject to approval by the NDCA’s board of directors. General descriptions of the different 
grant programs, complete guidelines and application instructions for these, and other NDCA grant programs, 
are available on NDCA’s web site at www.nd.gov/arts; or call NDCA’s office at (701) 328-7590.
ARTIST IN RESIDENCE   
CITY  SCHOOL NAME   ARTIST NAME   GRANT AMT
Bismarck  Grimsrud Elementary School  Ali LaRock   $1,865
Bismarck  Highland Acres Elementary School Ali LaRock   $1,822
Bismarck  Prairie Rose Elementary School Ali LaRock   $1,312
Bismarck  Pride Inc.    Robin Reynolds   $944
Minto  Minto School District  Cultural Kaleidoscope - Russian $2,730

COMMUNITY ARTS ACCESS    
CITY  ORGANIZATION NAME     GRANT AMT
Bowdon  Bowdon Development Center, Inc.    $2,000
Carrington Foster County Historical Society    $2,000
Casselton  Rural Cass Community Theatre Inc.    $2,000
Cavalier  Cavalier Chamber of Commerce    $1,000
Hankinson Hankinson Park Board     $2,000
Harvey  Harvey Lions Club      $1,500
Hettinger  Hettinger Public School     $2,000
Lisbon  Sheyenne Fine Arts Assn     $2,000
Oakes  Oakes Public School      $1,800
Rugby  Geographical Center Historical Society (Prairie Village Museum) $2,000
Stanley  Foundation for Life Enrichment, Inc.    $2,000
Valley City Valley City Park District     $1,500
Walhalla  Gorge Arts and Heritage Council    $2,000

FOLK & TRADITIONAL ARTS APPRENTICESHIP   
APPRENTICE CITY MASTER ARTIST NAME & CITY  APPRENTICE NAME  GRANT AMT
Belcourt   Maureen L Williams (Belcourt, ND)  Sheila Poitra   1950.00
Belcourt   Ryan Keplin (Belcourt, ND)   Craig Lunday   2500.00
Benedict   Gerald Schlag (Minot, ND)   Palmer Lindlauf   2500.00
Bismarck   Dakota Goodhouse (Bismarck, ND)  Robert Grey Eagle   2500.00
Devils Lake / Grand Forks Diane Hubbard (Devils Lake)   Mavis Grant / Harmony Lindgren 2499.00
Fargo   Denise K Lajimodiere (Moorhead, MN)  Megan Sennie   2497.00
Fargo   Dzenan Becic (Sabin, MN)   Lorie Anderson   2500.00
Fargo   Gary Paulsen    Joel D Simons   1750.00
Fargo   Loy Larson    Tristan Quibell   1700.00
Fargo   Loy Larson    Sara Smith   1400.00
Fargo   Robert (Bud) Larsen (Brainerd, MN)  Aaran Joneson   2189.00
Fargo   Robert (Bud) Larsen (Brainerd, MN)  Gaylord (Guy) Paulson  2189.00
Hoople   Dean Hagen (Maddock, ND)   Ty Smith    2491.00
Jamestown  Meridee Erickson-Stowman (Tower City) Sabrina Hornung   1941.00
St. John   Maureen L Williams (Belcourt, ND)  Mary Lee Vandal   1950.00
Minot   John Martinson    Levi Schoneck   2180.00
New Town  D Joyce Kitson (Bismarck, ND)  Prairie Rose Seminole  2500.00
Osnabrock  Diane K Schill (Hannah, ND)   Anita Seavey / Alice Seavey  2306.00

INDIVIDUAL ARTIST FELLOWSHIP    
CITY  RECIPIENT NAME    GRANT AMT
Grand Forks Guillermo Guardia     $2,500
Minot  Ryan Stander     $2,500

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT    
CITY  ORGANIZATION NAME    GRANT AMT
Belcourt  Turtle Mountain Tribal Arts Association   $5,216
Bismarck  Bismarck Art & Galleries Association   $7,421
Bismarck  Bismarck-Mandan Civic Chorus   $4,402
Bismarck  Bismarck-Mandan Orchestral Association  $9,790
Bismarck  Central Dakota Children’s Choir   $7,909
Bismarck  Dakota Stage Ltd     $7,438
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INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT (continued)    
CITY  ORGANIZATION NAME    GRANT AMT
Bismarck  Dakota West Arts Council    $6,416
Bismarck  Missouri Valley Chamber Orchestra   $4,846
Bismarck  Northern Plains Dance    $8,542
Bismarck  Sleepy Hollow Theatre & Arts Park   $8,241
Bismarck  THEO      $7,120
Cando  Cando Arts Council, Inc.    $9,590
Devils Lake Arts Council of the Lake Region   $9,960
Devils Lake Lake Region Heritage Center    $6,050
Dickinson  DSU Art Gallery     $6,753
Dickinson  Ukrainian Cultural Institute    $7,870
Fargo  Fargo Public Schools Development Foundation  $10,000
Fargo  Fargo Theatre Mgmt Corp    $10,000
Fargo  Fargo-Moorhead Ballet    $3,130
Fargo  Fargo-Moorhead Opera Company   $9,775
Fargo  Fargo-Moorhead Orchestral Association   $10,000
Fargo  FM Area Youth Symphony    $7,280
Fargo  FM Visual Artists     $4,173
Fargo  Lake Agassiz Girls Choir, Inc.    $3,130
Fargo  Learning Bank     $7,058
Fargo  Northern Prairie Performing Arts (FMCT)  $9,243
Fargo  Plains Art Museum     $10,000
Fargo  Spirit Room     $3,208
Fargo  The Arts Partnership    $7,805
Fargo  Theatre B      $6,781
Grand Forks Artwise      $9,440
Grand Forks Empire Arts Center     $6,790
Grand Forks Grand Forks Master Chorale    $10,000
Grand Forks Greater Grand Forks Community Theatre  $4,724
Grand Forks Greater Grand Forks Symphony Association  $10,000
Grand Forks ND Ballet Company     $3,779
Grand Forks ND Museum of Art     $10,000
Grand Forks North Valley Arts Council    $4,969
Jamestown Jamestown Fine Arts Assoc    $10,000
Langdon  Northern Lights Arts Council    $8,013
Minot  Art Friends of NW Art Center    $7,355
Minot  Brass Band of Minot    $2,420
Minot  International Music Camp    $10,000
Minot  Minot Area Council of the Arts    $10,000
Minot  Minot Chamber Chorale Association, Inc.  $6,186
Minot  Minot Symphony Association    $10,000
Minot  ND Art Gallery Association    $8,056
Minot  Taube Museum of Art    $7,575
Minot  Western Plains Opera    $9,225
Moorhead Fargo-Moorhead Chamber Chorale   $4,100
Moorhead Rourke Art Gallery Museum    $7,049
New Rockford Dakota Prairie Regional Center for the Arts  $8,123
Pekin  Nelson County Arts Council    $10,000
Rugby  Village Arts Inc     $10,000
Williston  Entertainment Inc!     $10,000
Williston  James Memorial Preservation Society   $9,390

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT (FY16 to date)   
CITY  ORGANIZATION/ARTIST NAME   GRANT AMT
Devils Lake Diane Grant     $582
Fargo  Warren W Kessler Art    $400
Grand Forks Michelle Lucia-Ingle    $1,000
Jamestown Denise Jensen     $1,000
Jamestown Anne Carslen Center    $1,000
Lincoln  Desiree Bondley     $1,000

PRESENTER SUPPORT    
CITY  ORGANIZATION NAME    GRANT AMT
Bismarck  Capitol Shakespeare     $2,000
Bismarck  Flickertail Woodcarvers    $2,000
Bismarck  Gallery 522     $2,000

Statewide Grants (continued)
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PRESENTER SUPPORT (continued)    
CITY  ORGANIZATION NAME    GRANT AMT
Bismarck  Missouri River Community Band   $1,800
Bismarck  ND Center for the Public Good (Urban Harvest)  $2,000
Dickinson  North Dakota Ukrainian Dance Association  $2,000
Fargo  North Dakota State University    $2,000
Fargo  Park District of the City of Fargo   $2,000
Grand Forks Northern Valley Youth Orchestras   $2,000
Mandan  Musicians Association    $2,000
Minot  Minot Community Concert Association   $2,000

SPECIAL PROJECTS (FY16 to date)    
REGION CITY ORGANIZATION NAME    GRANT AMT
Tower City Maple Valley Community Arts    $1,000

STEAM TEAM    
CITY  SCHOOL/ORGANIZATION NAME  ARTIST NAME  GRANT AMT
Jamestown Jamestown Fine Arts Assoc   Bonnie Tressler  $6,000

TEACHER INCENTIVE (FY16 to date)    
CITY  SCHOOL NAME    TEACHER NAME  GRANT AMT
No applications have been submitted to date.

Native American Artist in Residence Program
     The Minnesota Historical Society is seeking applications for the 2015/16 Native American Artist-in-Residence 
Program. In 2015/16, the program will award two residencies for Native artists engaged in traditional art-making and 
provide them stipends to connect with museum collections, peer artists, and/or other knowledgeable community members. 
Artists must currently reside in Minnesota, Wisconsin, North Dakota, or South Dakota. For more information, please visit 
http://www.mnhs.org/residencies or https://www.facebook.com/mnhsnativeartistresidencies. Questions can be directed to 
Ben at 651-259-3281 or Benjamin.gessner@mnhs.org.

     The Taube Museum of Art announces Stayin’ Alive for 45 - Birthday Party Celebration. The Taube is looking 
for artists to sell and promote their works of art during the two day, fundraising event. This event is open to all artisans 
exhibiting works of original concept, design, and execution. Application deadline is September 17, 2015. For more 
information contact Nancy F. Walter at 701-838-4445 or visit www.taubemuseum.org/birthday_bash.htm. 
     The Bismarck Art & Galleries (BAGA) Fall Art Show, Autumn Artistry, is open to all adult artists ages 18 years 
or older. Artists may submit works in any medium. Only original art work will be accepted, no copies or reproductions 
will qualify. Entry deadline is September 18, 2015. The prospectus is available at http://www.bismarck-art.org/uf/Fall%20
Art%20Entry%20Form.pdf.       
     The Northwest Art Center’s Americas 2016 Paperworks is accepting works in any medium, on or of paper, 
traditional or experimental, including photographs. All works must be original. Deadline (postmark) for submitting 
entries is November 2, 2015. The prospectus is available at http://www.minotstateu.edu/nac/pdf/pw_2016.pdf; e-mail: nac@
minotstateu.edu; or call (701) 858-3264. 
     The MonDak Heritage Center 25th Annual Miniature Art Show is accepting miniature works in which the 
representation of the subject must not exceed 1/6 of the actual size, this applies to all media. Entry deadline is October 30, 
2015. For more information visit http://mondakheritagecenter.org/events-exhibits.   
     The GRAMMY Foundation ® Grant Program is seeking applications to help facilitate the support of music 
preservation and research projects. To date, the GRAMMY Foundation Grant Program has given out more that $6 million 
to over 300 noteworthy music research and preservation projects. Don’t miss your chance to be part of their 2016 Grant 
Cycle! Apply today by visiting www.grammyfoundation.org/grants. The deadline each year for submitting letters of 
inquiry is October 1, 2015.
     The Yellowstone Art Museum (YAM) in Billings, Montana, seeks artists to participate in its 48th Annual Art Auction. 
Submission deadline is October 21, 2015.  Submission is free. To apply, please visit http://www.artmuseum.org/special-
events/art-auction-48-2/art-auction-artist-application. Questions, call 406-256-6804 x236.
     Plains Art Museum invites emerging visual artists living in North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, and Wisconsin 
to submit works for Emerging Visions, its first juried exhibition of contemporary Native American art in the region. 
Submission guidelines are available at www.bit.ly/evisions. Entries are due Sept. 30, 2015. For more information, visit 
www.plainsart.org or contact Laura Youngbird, lyoungbird@plainsart.org, 701-551-6119.

Calls to Artists
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     Hello, artists and arts supporters! I hope you are having a fabulous 
summer and that you are taking advantage of all the arts programming 
throughout the state.
     Our executive director Josh Nichols has been hard at work developing 
the “Adopt a Legislator” program. More information will follow shortly, 
but we are hoping to have an artist or arts advocate adopt every single 
legislator in our state. By meeting with our elected people, telling the 
stories of why the arts matter in our communities and in our lives, our 
hope is that we make the message of the value of the arts much clearer 
for those who make our legislative decisions. This program is designed 
for people who have little to no advocacy experience, so please don’t 

worry that you will be on your own. Imagine what might happen if all our elected leaders had personal 
connections to constituents who make or enjoy art? 
     Beyond sharing your personal stories, we will also provide you with information to share that shows 
how the arts support the same goals the state has for its citizens: economic growth, preservation of 
culture, quality of life, higher test scores, mental and physical health well-being and so much more. 
     Please join me in welcoming Tania Blanich from Fargo to the Arts North Dakota (AND) board. She 
was the COO of LexArts in Lexington, KY before moving back to the state to run The Rourke Art Gallery 
and Museum in Moorhead, MN. She has most recently been doing consulting work for the Historical 
and Cultural Society of Clay County, artists Warren Kessler, Scott Seiler, Tim Lamey, Jon Sollinger and 
Mandel Mertz as well as doing some work on behalf of The Arts Partnership. She brings a wealth of 
experience to our board, and we are excited to have her working with us.
     I really encourage you to sign up to adopt one of your legislators. I know talking to elected 
people who have opposing views can be daunting, but I also know that legislators are people in our 
communities who are charged with representing us. They can’t do that if they don’t know what’s 

important to us. If we don’t make our case for why 
the arts are so important, it’s easy for the arts to get 
dismissed. This is just one way that we are working to 
combat that, and I hope you will get involved. It might 
surprise you to find out how much you have in common 
with your legislator and how enjoyable the process of 
getting to know her or him really is.
     Enjoy these last few weeks of pure summer. Be sure to 
get out and enjoy the arts in your corner of the state and 
beyond before the crazy fall schedule takes over.

~ Dayna Del Val, Arts North Dakota president

Dayna Del Val, new president 
of Arts North Dakota
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Breaux appointed NASAA CEO
     The National Assembly of State Arts Agencies (NASAA) board of directors 

announced the appointment of Pam Breaux as NASAA’s chief executive officer, 
effective July 6, 2015. 

     “Pam’s leadership credentials are exceptional,” says NASAA 1st Vice President Gary 
Gibbs. “In addition to her executive experience and knowledge of our field, Pam 
offers NASAA a multisector perspective, a track record as a policy innovator, and 
true enthusiasm for both state arts agencies and our association. The board is proud 
to appoint her NASAA’s next CEO.”

     “I’m honored to become NASAA’s CEO at such an exciting time,” says Breaux. “State arts agencies 
and NASAA have done tremendous work to advance the arts and serve the public during the last 
50 years, and I see even more successes on our horizon! I look forward to helping the board, the 
membership and the staff chart a course for the future and create new opportunities for our field.”
     Breaux succeeds Jonathan Katz, who stepped down in November 2014 after 29 years as NASAA 
CEO. Kelly J. Barsdate is serving as interim CEO.
     NASAA is a nonprofit, nonpartisan professional association serving the nation’s state and 
jurisdictional arts councils—agencies of state government dedicated to making the cultural, 
educational, economic and civic value of the arts available to all communities. NASAA represents 
state arts agencies’ individual and collective interests, empowers their work through knowledge, and 
advances the arts as an essential public benefit. NASAA’s headquarters are in Washington, D.C. To 
learn more about NASAA and state arts agencies, visit www.nasaa-arts.org.

NEA announces new director of theater and musical 
theater, and new director of folk and traditional arts

    The National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) announced that Greg Reiner will join the NEA as the director 
of theater and musical theater starting on September 8, 2015. Reiner will manage NEA grantmaking in theater 
and musical theater and represent the agency to the field. 
     “Reiner’s formidable skills in theater management and development are matched by his equally remarkable 
track record in fostering theater education and community outreach,” said NEA Chairman Jane Chu. “His 
expertise will be an asset to the Arts Endowment and the theater community.”  
     “One of the most exciting moments in my career was getting to know theater-makers across the nation 
through the launch of The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later, and realizing the collective power of the American 
theater field,” said Reiner. “I’m incredibly humbled and excited for the opportunity to serve this community 
through my new role at the NEA.” For more information on Greg, please visit http://arts.gov/news/2015/nea-
selects-greg-reiner-new-director-theater-and-musical-theater. 
     The National Endowment for the Arts has selected Clifford Murphy as its new director of folk and 
traditional arts, effective August 24, 2015. Murphy will manage NEA grantmaking in folk and traditional arts, 
oversee the NEA National Heritage Fellowship program, and represent the agency to the field.
     “Clifford has an impressive range of experience in the folk and traditional arts,” said NEA Chairman Jane 
Chu. “The NEA will surely benefit from his skills as an administrator, a university professor, a field folklorist, 
and his time as a touring musician.” 
     “Working as a state folklorist in Maryland has brought me into close collaboration with remarkable artists, 
communities, and innovative organizations” said Murphy. “I’m incredibly excited about joining the NEA and 
being of service to folk and traditional artists, advocates, and programs nationwide.” For more information on 
Clifford, please visit http://arts.gov/news/2015/nea-selects-new-director-folk-and-traditional-arts. 
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     Join arts advocates from across the country on March 7-8, 2016 in Washington, D.C. for the annual 
Arts Advocacy Day and make your voice heard! Arts Advocacy Day brings together a broad cross 
section of America’s cultural and civic organizations, along with more than 500 grassroots advocates 
from across the country, to underscore the importance of developing strong public policies and 
appropriating increased public funding for the arts by meeting with their members of Congress in 
support of issues like arts education policy, the charitable tax deduction, and funding for the National 
Endowment for the Arts.
     Arts Advocacy Day is your opportunity to receive crucial advocacy training from experts in the field 
and then put that training into practice. Hosted by Americans for the Arts and cosponsored by 85+ 
national arts organizations, National Arts Advocacy Day is the largest gathering of its kind. To learn 
more and to register visit http://www.americansforthearts.org/events/arts-advocacy-day. 

Save the date for the 2016 Arts Advocacy Day

2015 National Arts Marketing Project Conference 
     For fifteen plus years, the National Arts Marketing Project (NAMP) has assembled arts markets and industry 
experts to challenge and learn from one another. NAMP invites you to join this tight knit group November 6-9, 
2015 in Salt Lake City for an experience that will help your organization—and your career—take off. This 
conference is insightful, collaborative, provocative and fun. Did you know that 97% of attendees reported that 
they learned something new that they could apply right away? Still aren’t convinced? Take to Twitter and ask, 
“Why should I go to #NAMPC?” You can follow NAMP on Instagram and Facebook for more information or 
visit http://www.artsmarketing.org/conference. 

78th Annual Conference for Community Arts Education
     Registration is now open for the 78th Annual Conference for Community Arts Education. Join arts education 
leaders in Philadelphia, PA, on November 11-14, 2015. Arts education creates hope, fuels the imagination, 
sparks creativity, and can be a powerful force for social justice and the vitality of our communities. Ensuring 
that all people have access to quality arts learning opportunities requires strong leadership and the collective 
action of diverse stakeholders. Join more than 600+ leaders from across the country—staff, teaching artists, 
trustees, students, and our partners in other sectors—as they explore innovative ideas and practical strategies for 
growing programs, increasing impact and participation, securing financial support, and ensuring equity. To learn 
more and to register visit http://communityartsed.nationalguild.org/Home.aspx. 

October is National Arts and Humanities Month
     October is National Arts & Humanities Month - the largest annual celebration 
for the arts and humanities in the nation. No matter who you are or where 
you live, there are MANY ways you can celebrate the arts this October! The 
arts and humanities are a part of our lives each and every day, but we take the 
whole month of October to commemorate them in a big way. National Arts & 
Humanities Month (NAHM) is a coast-to-coast collective recognition of the 
importance of culture in America. It is designed to encourage all Americans 

to explore new facets of the arts and humanities in their lives, and to begin a lifelong habit of active 
participation in the arts.
     Want to join in the celebration? You can find a National Arts & Humanities Month event in your local 
area, or you can create an event and invite others to attend. 
     To learn more visit http://www.americansforthearts.org/events/national-arts-and-humanities-
month. 
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New NEA research on arts participation 
among people with disabilities 

     Nearly 28 million U.S. adults have some type of disability related to hearing, sight, cognition, walking, and 
other activities of daily living. The latest NEA research offers the first, nationally representative analysis of arts-
participation patterns among people with disabilities.
     A Matter of Choice? Arts Participation Patterns of Disabled Americans offers several insights on how adults 
with disabilities engage with the arts. Among the key findings:
• In 2012, 23.3 percent of U.S. adults with disabilities (or 6.2 million people) attended a live performing 

arts event, 14 percent below the share of all U.S. adults who attended live concerts, plays, and dance 
performances (37.3 percent) in the same year.

• Adults with disabilities are underrepresented among both performing arts and visual arts audiences. While 
adults with disabilities compose nearly 12 percent of the U.S. adult population, they make up just under 
seven percent of all adults attending performing arts events or visiting art museums or galleries.

• Nontraditional art venues are attractive to adults with disabilities, who are just as likely as adults in general 
to attend an art exhibit or a live performing arts event if it takes place in a place of worship.

• Adults with disabilities are just as likely as all Americans to create visual art and do creative writing. They are 
more likely than adults in general to create fiber arts such as weaving or quilting.

• Adults with disabilities are just as likely to use radio, TV, or the Internet to consume art, but they are less 
likely than adults in general to use hand-held or mobile devices to consume art.

• Although 45 percent of people with disabilities are older adults (65+years old), age appears to be less of a 
factor in their arts participation than are educational level and childhood arts experiences.

     For more information and to read the full article, visit http://arts.gov/news/2015/new-nea-research-arts-
participation-among-people-disabilities. 

NEA’s New Our Town deadline and guidelines released
     The National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) primary creative placemaking program, Our Town, has new 
tools and a new deadline. The application is still a two-part process, now with Step 1 due on September 21, 
2015 (including submitting an SF-424 form to Grants.gov), and Step 2, the bulk of your application, due 
between October 1 and 8. The earliest start date for a proposed project is August 1, 2016. Grants will be 
available for projects in two categories: 1) arts engagement, design and planning, and 2) knowledge building.
     This year the NEA included a more streamlined PDF to help you prepare for Step 2, with screen shots from 
the Grant Application Form paired with detailed instructions and guidance. Please e-mail OT@arts.gov for more 
information or with project-specific questions. 
     For more information visit http://arts.gov/grants-organizations/our-town/introduction.

The NEA announces Research Grant funding opportunity
     As the federal agency of record on arts research, the National Endowment for the Arts is doing its part to invest 
in new arts research with the latest Research: Art Works grant funding opportunity. This program supports 
research for projects that investigate the value and impact of the arts on individuals and communities. The 
NEA anticipates awarding up to 20 grants in the range of $10,000 to $30,000. The deadline for submitting an 
application is October 20, 2015.
     The NEA is interested in research which will measure or clarify one or more factors, characteristics, and 
conditions of the U.S. arts ecosystem, as well as research which will investigate the direct and indirect benefits 
of arts participation on health and well-being, cognitive capacity, learning, creativity, community livability, or 
economic prosperity. 
     Some of the most compelling research on the value and the impact of the arts comes from other fields, 
such as cognitive neuroscience research on the arts’ role in brain function, or urban planning research on the 
links between the arts and community vitality. In this spirit, the NEA Research: Art Works grant program 
encourages applications from diverse research fields, such as, sociology, economics, psychology, medicine 
and health, education, and urban and regional planning, and research partnerships between arts practitioners 
and researchers in addition to projects that address topics on the value and/or impact of the arts. For more 
information visit http://arts.gov/grants-organizations/research-art-works.

15



CDs and publications available at NDCA
The recently published Sundogs and Sunflowers: Folklore and Folk Art of the Northern 
Great Plains, is one of several books and CDs available from the NDCA that highlight 
North Dakota’s diverse cultural traditions. To purchase, call (701) 328-7590 or mail orders 
to: North Dakota Council on the Arts, 1600 E. Century Avenue, Suite 6, Bismarck, ND 
58503-0649.  For mail orders, add 6 percent tax and $3 for shipping/handling.

CDs and Recordings
Each CD is $15.95 (with the exception of Sundogs and Sunflowers)  

• Spirit Woods, Traditional Stories and Songs of Forests 
 and Trees
• Achikadidi, Traditional Ma’di Music of Southern 
 Sudan and Northern Uganda
• Un de’ che cha pi: The Way We Are, by Mary Louise 
 Defender Wilson
• Faerie Harp, by Debi Rogers and Sue Bicknell
• At the Fiddler’s Knee, by Dick and Lisa Barrett
• My Relatives Say, Traditional Dakotah Stories as told 
 by Mary Louise Defender Wilson
• The Elders Speak: Dakotah and Ojibway Stories of 
 the Land, told by Gourd Woman and Eagle Heart
• Morning Star Whispered, Traditional Stories and 
 Flute Music, by Keith Bear
• Sundogs and Sunflowers: Folklore and Folk Art of the 
 Northern Great Plains, by Timothy J. Kloberdanz and 
 Troyd A. Geist.  $14.84

Publications
• Sundogs and Sunflowers: Folklore and Folk Art of the 
 Northern Great Plains, by Timothy J. Kloberdanz and 
 Troyd A. Geist.  $34.95 (shipping $4.25)
• Faces of Identity, Hands of Skill: Folk Arts in North 
 Dakota, by Troyd A. Geist. $15.95
• From the Wellspring: Faith, Soil, Tradition – Folk Arts 
 From Ukrainian Culture in North Dakota, by Troyd A 
 Geist. $15.95
• Iron Spirits. Editors Nicholas Curchin Vrooman, 
 project director, and Patrice Avon Marvin. $10.95
• Prairie Patterns: Folk Arts in North Dakota, by 
 Christopher Martin. $25
• Sister Rosalia’s Lace, by Christopher Martin. $3
• Art for Life: The Therapeutic Power and Promise of 
 the Arts (free)

Prairie Arts
North Dakota Council on the Arts
1600 East Century Avenue, Suite 6
Bismarck, North Dakota 58503-0649


