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     The Statewide Arts Conference will take place at the North Dakota Heritage Center in Bismarck on March 31, 2015, 
with the Governor’s Awards for the Arts ceremony taking place that evening. 
     The North Dakota Governor’s Awards for the Arts program is presented by the Governor’s Office and the North 
Dakota Council on the Arts to recognize individuals and organizations who have made outstanding contributions to 
the arts in the state. Call for Nomination materials must be postmarked by January 16, 2015! The nomination form is 
available on page 3, and is also available online at www.nd.gov/arts/whatsnew/images-pdfs/2015GovArtsNomForm.pdf; 
additional Statewide Arts Conference information follows on page 5. Information and registration is also available at 
http://ndconference.com. 

Plan to attend NDCA’s 2015 Statewide Arts Conference 
and Governor’s Awards for the Arts on March 31!

2014 State Christmas Tree Lighting ceremony
    Memorial Hall was filled with people, 
music, and holiday cheer as the 2014 State 
Christmas Tree was lit during the Tree 
Lighting ceremony at the State Capitol on 
December 8th. 
     The lighting is sponsored every year by 
the Office of the Governor, the First Lady, 
the North Dakota Council on the Arts and 
Capitol Facility Management.
     Round/ball ornaments were chosen as 
the theme for this year, but ornaments were 
also of the designer’s choosing, and 236 new 
ornaments were donated from individuals, 
4-H groups, Girl Scout Troops, day cares 
and elder care facilities across the state. 
They were joined by previously donated 
ornaments to adorn the tree. 

     Governor Jack Dalrymple and First 
Lady Betsy Dalrymple were joined by 
Lt. Governor Drew Wrigley and his wife 

Kathleen in readings, remarks 
and the official lighting of the 
tree. 
      Music was provided by 
the University of Mary Brass 
Ensemble under the direction 
of Dennis Gowen and Russ 
Ballenger; Joel Gilbertson, 
pianist; and the Bismarck 
State College Chamber 
Singers under the direction of Andrew Miller.
     Christmas carols were sung by the audience, led by 
NDCA Board Chair David “White Thunder” Trottier, and 
accompanied by Joel Gilbertson. 
     The tree skirt was handmade by members of the 
Quilters’ Guild of North Dakota.
     Refreshments were served after the 
ceremony and were enjoyed by all!
     ~ All photos courtesy of 
   Poppy Mills, NDDOT. 
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     The New Year brings exciting events for all who support the arts in North 
Dakota, and the North Dakota Council on the Arts (NDCA) has its share of new 
opportunities as well.  We have the legislative session just around the corner 
(where NDCA’s 2015-17 budget will be determined), the 2015 Arts Conference, 
the 2015 Governor’s Awards for the Arts, a soon-to-be new NDCA web site, and 
some upcoming changes in our grant system.
     Before she left the NDCA last July, Jan Webb worked hard on NDCA’s 2015-
17 budget request. This request was submitted in the summer, and I presented 
the request at two government meetings prior to the Governor making his budget 
decisions. During the meetings, I stressed the important role the arts play in state 
priorities such as education, health, quality of life, our cultural heritage, and the 
economic development of our communities and state. Just recently the Governor 
made his budget recommendations. Happily, most of NDCA’s requests do appear 
in the Governor’s budget, including an increase in our biennial grants line. In fact, 
the Governor proposed a $300,000 increase to our grants line, more than we asked 
for! 
     I will present the budget in upcoming legislative appropriations committee 
sessions and hope it will be viewed favorably, as the increase to the grants 
line will directly impact our grantees.  We want the legislators to know of the 
importance of the arts throughout the state.  As Jan said in 2013, “If the NDCA 
grants and programs have impact on you or your organization, it’s important that 
you share that with your legislators.  That’s the only way they really know how 
their decisions affect the folks back home!”  
     Another exciting event that is coming soon is the 2015 Statewide Arts 
Conference, to be held in Bismarck on March 31.  Sharon Rodning Bash, the 
ArtsLab Program Director from Arts Midwest, will be our keynote speaker. 
Rodning Bash will focus on how art leaders/artists/advocates in the state 
can develop the leadership and advocacy skills needed to best serve their 
communities and the state, as well as tell the story of how the arts fit into the 
bigger economic picture. I hope that all of us who work with the arts in any 
capacity will attend this conference.  What a wonderful way to come together and 
learn how we can, as a group, best impact the arts in our state.
     At the close of the conference will be the Governor’s Awards reception and 
ceremony.  This, like the conference, happens every two years, and it gives 
us the opportunity to recognize those who have made distinct contributions 
to the arts in ND.  Who might you nominate for this honor?  There are four 
categories: Individual Achievement (artist, staff, or volunteer); Arts Organization; 
Arts in Education (educator, school, or administrator); and Private Business.  
Information on how to make a nomination is at http://www.nd.gov/arts/whatsnew/
artsconference2015.html.  I hope you will consider honoring a special person or 
group for this prestigious award!
     Finally, you will see a few new changes when you go online.  Amy Schmidt, 
the NDCA Public Information Officer, has been busy working with KAT 
Communications on a new NDCA web site that will be up soon, and the whole 
staff has been working on rewording our grant applications, information, and 
reporting process.  The changes are in part due to new requirements from the 
NEA, but are also changes we hope will make our grant process easier in the 
future. 
     As you can see, 2015 will start off as a busy and exciting time for the NDCA.  
Please join us as we work together to keep the arts appreciated, funded, and 
enjoyed in the great state of North Dakota!
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     North Dakota Governor’s Awards for the Arts Nomination Criteria includes: expanding arts opportunities to new 
audiences; improving the quality of arts experiences; creating an appreciation for North Dakota’s cultural heritage; making 
the arts more central to education and an integral part of community life; and length of service. Please contact the North 
Dakota Council on the Arts with any questions at  (701) 328-7592; or e-mail comserv@nd.gov. 
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GOD GIVEN:  Cultural Treasures of Armenia exhibition
     Before retiring, Janine Webb, the North Dakota Council on the Arts (NDCA)’s previous Executive Director, worked 
with the State Historical Society of North Dakota (SHSND) to secure a permanent art gallery at the SHSND’s Heritage 
Center and State Museum in Bismarck, North Dakota. The NDCA, in partnership with the SHSND, will use this gallery 
space to highlight the arts and artists of North Dakota.
     The first of the exhibits, valued at nearly $100,000, opened in conjunction with the Heritage Center and the State 
Museum’s grand re-opening on November 2, after a lengthy and beautiful expansion project. This exhibit, titled God 
Given: Cultural Treasures of Armenia, will be on display for one year and features the work of traditional/folk artists 
Norik and Irina Astvatsaturov. (Their name in the Armenian language translates to “God Given.”) Norik, Irina, and their 
children came to North Dakota as refugees fleeing ethnic and religious persecution from Baku, Azerbaijan.
     Their artwork is representative of their heritage, history, and experiences. Norik is a Bush Foundation Artist Fellowship 
recipient whose work includes ornately created copper and bronze repoussé work with inlaid semi-precious stones – 
jewelry boxes, crosses, icons, plates, and other items are created by hand. Irina was an art teacher in Baku and learned 
Russian and Eastern European beadwork as a child and young adult. Her work includes elaborate and colorful beadwork 
on black velvet. Birds are a powerful motif for Irina as they remind her of “people flying away like birds” to escape the 
life-and-death violence and struggles her family and others from Baku endured.
     The exhibit is augmented with an award-winning publication written by the NDCA’s folklorist, Troyd Geist, featuring 
Norik’s work. In addition, a short documentary created in partnership between the NDCA and Prairie Public will air 
repeatedly in the Heritage Center and State Museum’s new theater. The documentary explores Norik’s artwork in 
context of the upheaval in Baku and the contested Nagorno-Karabakh region between Christian Armenians and Moslem 
Azerbaijanis. Both the publication and the documentary are also titled God Given: Cultural Treasures of Armenia.

All God Given images © NDCA, images by 
Troyd Geist, NDCA Folklorist
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North Dakota artist’s works on exhibit at the Capitol
     The North Dakota Council on the Arts, along with the 
offices of Governor Jack Dalrymple and First Lady Betsy 
Dalrymple, will be exhibiting the works of Fargo artist 
Michael Dunn at the Capitol Building in Bismarck during 
the months of January, February and March. Dunn’s works 
will be on display in the Governor’s ground floor and first 
floor offices, the First Lady’s fourth floor office, and the 
Attorney General’s first floor office.
     This is part of an ongoing program between the NDCA and the offices of the Governor and First 
Lady. Artists looking to represent their region with art work placed in the offices of the governor 

and first lady can submit a brief resume along with photographs or slides of their work to the North Dakota Council on the 
Arts, 1600 East Century Avenue, Suite 6, Bismarck, ND 58503. Artists are selected for quarterly display.
     Michael Dunn was born and raised in Fargo, North Dakota. He attended North Dakota State School of Science, taking 

courses in Pre-Education. Michael completed his undergraduate work at Valley 
City State University receiving a Bachelor of Science Degree in art and physical 
education. He was awarded a Master of Studio Art from Moorhead State University.
     Michael has been a practicing professional artist and educator since 1975. His 
works are included in numerous local, regional, and national  exhibitions in which 
he has received awards. Michael’s work is in many private and corporate collections 
in the United States and abroad. 
     For more information visit http://www.studiodonline.com. You may also 
contact Michael D Dunn, Studio D, at (701) 306-6074; or via e-mail at michael@
studiodonline.com.

NDCA’s 2015 Conference and Governor’s Awards for the Arts
     This year’s Statewide Arts Conference will take place on March 31, 2015 at the Heritage Center in 
Bismarck.  The conference has a shorter format than in past 
years; it will be a one-day, content-rich event designed to 
encourage attendance.  Registration begins at 9:30 am and 
the entire day will be completed by 8:00 p.m.
     The conference will focus on ways that the arts leaders 
in North Dakota can work, alone and collaboratively, to 
best strengthen the arts in our communities and state.  it is hoped that the directors and staff of all 
agencies and organizations dealing with the arts will attend, along with other artists, arts volunteers, 
and arts advocates.  The conference is seen as an important time to come together and discuss how we 
can work collaboratively to strengthen the arts in our communities and our state as well as promote 
the economic impact of the arts. 
     Sharon Rodning Bash, from Arts Midwest, will work with attendees to help develop the stories that 
best reflect the importance of the arts in each community and the ways to present those stories to 
community and state leaders, financial supporters of the arts, and state legislators.  Danielle Stuckle, 
from the State Historical Society, will give a session on effective advocacy and how best to talk with 
those in positions of power. 
     Additional groups who will present at the conference are Arts North Dakota, discussing Voter 
Voice and the upcoming legislative vote, and ArtUp! providing information on the business skills 
and documents needed for self-employed artists.  Attendees are encouraged to make appointments 
to meet with their state legislators to discuss the importance of the arts, and time will be set aside for 
such meetings. 
     The evening will include a social hour with wine and hors d’oeuvres followed by the Governor’s 
Awards for the Arts.
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     Beginning this January, over 2,550 North Dakota high school students and teachers 
will be participating in the National Poetry Out Loud Program (POL). 
     POL, an oral recitation program, funded by the North Dakota Council on the Arts 
and the National Endowment for the Arts, builds on the recent resurgence of poetry as 
an oral art form, as demonstrated by the slam poetry movement among our youth.  By 
incorporating memorization and performance in the classroom, POL sets the stage for 

students to deepen their understanding of figurative language, word relationships and the nuances within word meanings. In 
addition, students learn about great poetry, explore their literary heritage, and gain confidence in public speaking skills. POL 
classroom materials are provided at no cost by NDCA to participating schools.
     On Monday, March 2, 2015  winners of the school-level competition will participate in the Poetry Out Loud State Finals 
at the State Heritage Center in Bismarck. The winner of the state-level competition receives $200 and an all-expenses-paid 
trip with an adult chaperone to Washington to compete for the national championship. The state winner’s school also receives 
a $500 stipend for the purchase of poetry books. The first runner-up receives $100, with $200 for his or her school library. A 
total of $50,000 in awards and school stipends is awarded annually at the National Finals.  All Poetry Out Loud State Finals 
events are free and open to the public. For more information contact Rebecca Engelman at (701) 328-7593, via e-mail at 
rengelman@nd.gov; or visit http://ndpol.weebly.com. 

Poetry Out Loud State Competition Finals Set For March 2nd

myNDarts.com will be closing its virtual doors as of January 5
     Over the past several years, NDCA, Arts North Dakota (AND), the North Valley Arts Council (NoVAC) and 
several regional partners have developed what is today known as myNDarts.com (formerly Culturepulse.org). 
AND acquired ownership of Culturepulse.org from NoVAC in the Fall of 2011. 
     in January of 2013 myNDarts.com was officially launched. AND reviewed its current priorities and in a 
decision to refocus their resources back to the organization’s foundational goal of advocacy, decided they are no 
longer able to support the web site with financial and time resources. A request for proposals was distributed to 
find interested parties but unfortunately an organization who could allocate the time and finances required was 
not found. Arts North Dakota encourages all of you to seek out your local art agencies and councils and continue 
the great things that you have showcased on the web site. 
    Arts North Dakota hopes you will support their work and help them advocate for something that is so 
important to so many… the arts. Visit the Arts North Dakota web site at: www.artsnd.org. 

Professional Development opportunities 
in Arts Education

     Picturing Writing: Fostering Literacy Through Art Workshop takes place June 9-12, 2015, at 
the ND Heritage Center in Bismarck, ND. Picturing Writing is an innovative, proven approach to literacy 
learning designed to engage students with diverse learning styles. This art-and-literature-based approach to 
writing offers students the opportunity to become proficient in two languages: the language of pictures and the 
language of words. As students move back and forth between the two, they gain access to ideas, language, and 
forms of expression otherwise unavailable. To learn more and to register visit, www.nd.gov/arts/arts_ed/
images-pdfs/PicturingWriting-RegistrationForm2015.pdf.
     Image-Making Within the Writing Process: Integrated Curriculum Poetry Unit takes place 
June 15 - 17, 2015 at the ND Heritage Center in Bismarck, ND. image-Making Within the Writing Process, 
an extension of Picturing Writing, is an innovative, proven approach to literacy learning that utilizes collage 
made from hand-painted papers to help students develop their thinking as well as access descriptive language. 
This hands-on process is designed to engage students with diverse learning styles while addressing many 
English Language Arts Standards. To learn more and to register visit www.nd.gov/arts/arts_ed/images-pdfs/
ImageMakin-RegistrationForm2015.pdf. 
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     Arts North Dakota (AND) would love to add you to its list of sponsoring members! This young arts advocacy 
organization is building its membership and needs your support. For a nominal $20 you will join a statewide cadre of 
people interested in supporting the arts in North Dakota. Why is it important to have this group?  NDCA is not allowed to 
act as a lobbyist; its voice is limited to educating and sharing information about the agency with legislators. We need those 
within state government to understand the importance of the arts and the large number of citizens the arts regularly affect. 
AND can play that role, but can only be effective if it has the financial ability to operate and the ability to show that it 
represents artists, arts organization, patrons, and arts educators from throughout the state. The membership form is available 
on the AND web site, www.artsnd.org, and below. Please join me in showing your support by mailing your membership and 
donation today; we will all benefit! ~ Jan Webb, State Arts Advocate, AND

Support the arts in North Dakota
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     The North Dakota Council on the Arts, in July and August 2014, participated in 
a global art project called Bloch. The project involves a large spruce tree log that is 
traveling to every continent. The idea is to have communities interact with the log to 
communicate something to the world. North Dakota represented the North American 
continent through interaction with folk artists and folk communities. 
     When Bloch came to North Dakota, it was bare. No artistic work was done to it 
even though it previously traveled to Europe and Asia. So, inspired by the Great Plains 
American indian tradition, North Dakotan’s interacted with the tree by transforming it 
into a “global talking stick” to communicate to the world who we are and what we are about. 
     As part of the project, a 23-minute documentary was produced showing Bloch’s travels throughout North 
Dakota and the folk artists who interacted with, and transformed, the log. 
     The video is now available online at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h0W1NHf0JHY&list=UUKYnhL2
2CP3OENrjFAJxQdg. 
     if you missed your chance to see the Bloch, it will be on exhibit at the Hjemkomst Center from January to 
February 2015 before it makes it way to the next continent. 

     The Hammer and the Axe is a 5 ½-minute documentary featuring traditional blacksmith master Doug 
Swenson of Hawley, Minnesota, and his NDCA apprentice Tim Jorgensen of Fargo, North Dakota.  The film 
was produced and directed by Greg Carlson who teaches in Concordia University’s Communication Studies and 
Theatre Arts Department.  Edging out hundreds of films submitted from around the world, The Hammer and the 
Axe received international honor as a finalist in the 2014 international Documentary Challenge. 
     The film shows Doug and Tim working together through their 2013-14 Folk and Traditional Arts 
Apprenticeship Program grant from the North Dakota Council on the Arts.  This program is designed to help 
preserve and perpetuate traditional arts, skills, and knowledge by passing them on to apprentices, who must be 
North Dakota residents who will continue the tradition into the future. The documentary is available online at 
http://vimeo.com/93060846.   

The Hammer and the Axe receives international honor

     The North Dakota State University School of Music changed its name to honor two longtime supporters 
of the program and the university. The Robert and Sheila Challey School of Music was unveiled on 
October 8, at Festival Concert Hall.
     “It’s a tremendous honor,” said Robert Challey, BS, ’67, chemistry. “It’s the kind of thing you never 
think about or aspire to. To have our family name associated with NDSU and the School of Music means a 
great deal to us.”

     Robert and Sheila Challey have served NDSU and its students through many generous donations, committee work and 
fundraising efforts. The school’s name change is the result of a $2.1 million pledge from Robert and Sheila Challey to the 
school’s current endowment campaign, now totaling nearly $3.15 million.
     Robert and Sheila Challey previously pledged $2.15 million to the school of music in 2006 to fund scholarships for 
music majors.
     Hundreds of NDSU music students have benefitted during the last decade from the Challey Scholarship Fund, which 
awards several multi-year scholarships. The scholarships include a four-year, full-tuition award to one student each year 
called the Bill Euren Scholarship in honor of Robert Challey’s uncle. The Robert and Sheila Challey School of Music 
awards 75-100 Challey scholarships each year, according to Bill Law, assistant director of the Division of Performing Arts. 
     “Through their generous support and sponsorship, Bob and Sheila Challey have profoundly elevated the stature of 
NDSU music and our mission to serve our students and the public. This is only the beginning.” Said John Miller, director of 
the Division of Performing Arts.
     “We see giving to the School of Music as a way to make a difference to students,” Sheila Challey said. “It’s very 
rewarding to see what a difference we can make in students’ lives. We’re very proud to be associated with such a wonderful 
program at NDSU.”

NDSU announces the Challey School of Music

BLOCH: a Global Art Project in North America documentary
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     The national award-winning publication Sundogs 
and Sunflowers: Folklore and Folk Art of the 
Northern Great Plains has been adapted for radio—in 
a collection of narratives about lutefisk at Christmas, 
eerie ghost stories, folk medicine, and the tall tales 
that abound during hunting and fishing seasons. This 
CD, Sundogs and Sunflowers: Folklore and Folk Art 
of the Northern Great Plains (2013), was voted one of 

three notable North Dakota state documents at the 2014 North Dakota Library 
Association (NDLA) annual conference.
     The publication will be sent on to compete with other state documents at the American Library Association 
(ALA) annual conference for an ALA Notable Document award. in addition, Sundogs and Sunflowers garnered 
the most votes at NDLA, so a plaque for the Notable Document was award to NDCA. To order this CD, contact: 
Prairie Public, 207 N. 5th St., Fargo, ND 58108-3240, 701-241-6900, or www.prairiepublic.org/shop. The cost 
of the CD is $14.84 plus shipping. For more information visit http://ndla.info.
     Sundogs and Sunflowers: Folklore and Folk Art of the Northern Great Plains is a 352 page, coffee-table-
size, full color, hardcover volume featuring more than a thousand examples of folklore and folk art, as well 
as more than three hundred images. Most of the material comes from North Dakota with every single one of 
the state’s fifty-three counties represented. Traditions from the prairies of South Dakota, western Minnesota, 
eastern Montana, northeastern Wyoming, and the Canadian provinces of Alberta, Manitoba, and Saskatchewan 
also are included. The material covers ghost stories and other strange tales, legends, blizzard stories, 
weatherlore, proverbs, folk expressions and folk speech, folk beliefs, folk medicine, holiday celebrations, 
hunting, fishing and trapping traditions, and folk art. Bearwalkers, Bigfoot, haunted houses, the blizzard of ’66, 
the floods of ’97 and ‘09, sundogs, rodeos, jokes, antler-carving, sunflower pie, decorative Easter eggs, methods 
to foretell the weather using onions, American indian flutes, and more can be found in this publication. For 
further information, or to order your copy, contact the NDCA at (701) 328-7590, or via e-mail at comserv@
nd.gov. The book is also available at Barnes and Noble Booksellers and many other stores throughout North 
Dakota. To find other retailers of Sundogs and Sunflowers, visit www.nd.gov/arts.  
     The NDCA has also completed a photographic exhibit based on the book that is offered for tour to cultural 
organizations, schools, senior centers, and art galleries throughout the state. The exhibit consists of 28 full-
color didactic panels (with text and images); two to three panels as a sample from each of the 10 chapters in 
the book. The panels are 30” x 20” on gallery/exhibit ready framed, laminated sintra. The crating, mounting 
instructions, condition reports, press packages, and book order forms accompany the exhibit. An online link 
providing visual examples of the exhibit’s didactic panels is available at: www.nd.gov/arts, or by a direct link 
to the YouTube video at www.youtube.com/watch?v=E0KKbPe1tDw. For more information contact Sally 
Jeppson at sjepp@daktel.com.

Sundogs and Sunflowers: Folklore and Folk Art of the Northern 
Great Plains CD receives Notable Document Recognition

Would you like to host a free art exhibition in your town?
     The North Dakota Museum of Art will begin touring its newest Rural Arts exhibition titled A Walk in the 
Woods. Bookings are first come, first serve. Museum touring exhibitions can be on display for two to four 
weeks. Please e-mail Matthew Wallace at mwallace@ndmoa.com, or call (701) 777-4195 if you are interested in 
hosting the exhibition in your town.
     Through the Rural Arts initiative program, the Museum tours exhibitions of original artwork throughout 
the state. Touring exhibitions are free-of-charge to the host community. in addition, in order to assist schools 
wishing to attend exhibitions, the Museum provides reimbursements for mileage, bus drivers, and substitute 
teachers, if one is needed to stay with students who cannot attend. Schools within a 50 to 60-mile radius of 
each exhibition site are encouraged to apply for reimbursements. Museum staff will deliver, install, and return 
to take down the exhibition at no cost. Host organizations must provide volunteers to be with the exhibition 
while it is open to the public. if you have a space, they can install. Don’t hesitate to call the Museum and discuss 
possible locations.  
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          Join Us on
“Like” the North Dakota Council on the Arts 

on Facebook! Visit www.facebook.com/
NDCouncilontheArts; or click on the Facebook link at 

www.nd.gov/arts. 
Be sure to “Like” Art=Work as well! To learn more 

about Art=Work visit 
www.ndcpd.org/artequalswork; Facebook page is 

www.facebook.com/ArtEqualsWork.

e-Prairie Arts - Sign up Today 
      e-Prairie Arts is an electronic newsletter that 
supplements the three issues of Prairie Arts. 
Distributed via e-mail, each edition contains statewide 
and national news, opportunities for artists and 
arts administrators, calendar information, links to 
informative and helpful web sites and much more.  
     To receive e-Prairie Arts, send an e-mail to 
amschmid@nd.gov.

     The North Dakota Council on the Arts is looking for people who are interested in serving as panelists for 
various grant programs. These programs include institutional Support, Community Arts Access, Artist in 
Residence and Teacher incentive, Presenter Support, and individual Artist Fellowship grants. The advice of 
these NDCA panelists plays a central role in reviewing applications for funding and in discussing policy issues 
about the needs of the arts. Panels are composed of individuals who represent a broad range of artistic and 
cultural viewpoints and geographic and ethnic diversity. Panelists may be either arts experts – experienced 
in a specific art form – or a layperson who is knowledgeable about the arts but not engaged in the arts as a 
profession. For more information, visit www.nd.gov/arts/panelists.html. 

Call for NDCA Panelists

     NDCA is looking for images to share on our Facebook page. We would like to update our “cover” photo once every 
few weeks. Please submit your images of visual, performing and literary artwork; artistic events and exhibits; artist 
residencies; or anything else that expresses the joy, value and importance that the arts have in our state, along with a brief 
description to comserv@nd.gov. NDCA cannot guarantee that all images provided will be used. This promotion is open to 
North Dakota images/events only, although some exceptions may apply. If you have questions, please e-mail comserv@
nd.gov, or call (701) 328-7594.

“LIKE” NDCA at https://www.facebook.com/NDCouncilontheArts

Help NDCA increase our Facebook fans
while promoting your images/events as well!

NDCA’s 
has limited 

quantities of 
the 8th, 7th, 
4th, 3rd and 
2nd Annual 

Special Edition 
Ornaments 
currently 
available.      

NDCA is offering an opportunity to purchase a unique, hand-made Christmas decoration 
and/or gift, while investing in the arts across the state. For the month of January, these 
ornaments will be available for $20 (20% off the original price of $25.00) plus tax and 
shipping. Each ornament includes a gift box. $10-12 from each ornament can be used 

as a tax-deductible donation to the ND Cultural Endowment Fund which assists NDCA in providing artistic 
opportunities for citizens throughout the state of North Dakota. if you would like to purchase any of the Special 
Edition Ornaments, please call (701) 328-7590. 
     For more information on the 8th Annual, or any of the other ornaments currently available, visit www.nd.gov/
arts/whatsnew/14Special-Edition-Ornament.html. 

NDCA’s Special Edition Ornaments on sale for a limited time

8th Annual Ornament, 
Kathy J. Monti

7th Annual 
Ornament, Wooly 

Girls

4th Annual 
Ornament, Sue 

Jacobson

3rd Annual 
Ornament, Alfred 

Jason Lindell

2nd Annual 
Ornament, Robin 

Reynolds
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     From North Carolina to North Dakota, the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) continues to support the 
arts and creativity in order to improve lives and communities throughout the United States. in its first fiscal 
year 2015 announcement, the NEA will award $29.1 million in 1,116 grants in three categories: Art Works, 
Challenge America, and NEA Literature Fellowships in Creative Writing. 
     Three North Dakota arts organizations received NEA awards. 
     Fargo Moorhead Opera Company in Fargo was awarded $10,000 though the Challenge America grant 
to support performances of Donizetti’s opera “The Daughter of the Regiment,” with pre-performance lectures 
and related outreach activities. intended to serve rural, economically disadvantaged communities, the project 
will provide free tickets to local social service organizations, such as Village Family Service Center and Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of America, to be distributed to their constituents. 
     Theatre B of Fargo was awarded $10,000 through the Theater & Musical Theater program to support 
script development workshops of “The Art of Bad Men,” a new play by Vincent Delaney. Based on interviews 
with former German prisoners of war, the play is a true story about prisoner of war camps in the U.S. during 
World War ii. Set in northern Minnesota, the play will be presented to audiences in the Red River Valley 
region, an area that is home to descendants of the people represented in the play. 
     The North Dakota Museum of Art in Grand Forks was awarded $20,000 through the Museum category 
to support the commissioning of contemporary artists. Artists such as Mary Lucier, Bill Harbort, and John 
Hitchcock will work in a collaboration with artists from the Spirit Lake Sioux Nation to create new work. Lucier 
will work with Chad Driver, head singer for the Cankdeska Cikana Singers, and Leander Russ McDonald, the 
head drummer, on a video installation. Bill Harbort, graphic designer and illustrator, will collaborate with 
realism painter James Jetty, while artist John Hitchcock will work with selected community members to 
explore printmaking and installation in a reinvention of traditional games. The project builds upon an earlier 
effort funded by the Rauschenberg Foundation that offered residencies to explore collaboration with the 
people of Spirit Lake Sioux Nation, a reservation that has had minimal contact with contemporary artists from 
outside the region. A copy of the full press release is available online at http://arts.gov/news/2014/national-
endowment-arts-awards-29-million-arts-projects. 
     NEA Chairman Jane Chu said, “Since coming to the NEA, i have met with many NEA grantees and have 
seen first-hand the positive impact they have on their communities. These new projects will continue to 
demonstrate the power the arts have to deepen value, build connections, and foster an atmosphere of creativity 
and innovation both at the community level and with individuals throughout the nation.” 

Three North Dakota arts organizations receive NEA awards

     Theatre B announced that the American Theatre Wing, best known as the creator of the Antoinette Perry “Tony” 
Awards, is awarding the Company with one of the 2014 National Theatre Company grants. Created by American Theatre 
Wing to recognize and support the most promising emerging theatre companies, the 2014 grants are being presented to 
twelve companies from around the country. Companies chosen to receive the grants have articulated a distinctive mission, 
cultivated an audience, and nurtured a community of artists in ways that strengthen and demonstrate the quality, diversity, 
and dynamism of American theatre. 
     “The recognition from the American Theatre Wing is a tremendous honor,” said Carolyn Wintersteen, Theatre B’s 
Executive Director, “and the acknowledgement is especially gratifying because this grant was brought to my attention by a 
dear friend, gifted artist and ensemble member, Matthew Burkholder, who passed away a year and a half ago. This award is 
a remarkable validation of our mission in this community, and we only wish Matthew were still here to celebrate the success 
with us.” More information about the National Theatre Company grants can be found at http://americantheatrewing.org/
program/national-theatre-co-grants/. Information about THEATRE B is available at www.theatreb.org. 

Theatre B wins prized National Theatre Company Grant honor
from Founder of the Tony Awards

     NDCA’s Teacher Incentive grant award amount was  previously set at $300. As of December 1, 2014, the total grant 
award has now been increased to $600! Applications are accepted throughout the year, but must be submitted no later 
than four (4) weeks prior to the start of the event. Early submission of applications is recommended since grant funds are 
limited and applications are reviewed on a first-come, first-serve basis. For more information on the Teacher Incentive 
grant program visit www.nd.gov/arts. 

Teacher Incentive grant award amount increased
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NDCA awards $74,016 in grants statewide
     The North Dakota Council on the Arts completed its Fall grant rounds. $74,016 was awarded in six different 
grant programs: Artist in Residence, Community Arts Access, Professional Development, Presenter Support, 
Special Projects, and Teacher incentive. All applications were evaluated by grant review panels and all 
awards were subject to approval by the NDCA’s board of directors. General descriptions of the different grant 
programs, complete guidelines and application instructions for these, and other NDCA grant programs, are 
available on NDCA’s web site at www.nd.gov/arts; or by calling NDCA’s office at (701) 328-7590.

ARTIST IN RESIDENCE   
CITY  SCHOOL NAME   ARTIST NAME   GRANT AMT
Alexander Alexander Public School  Jane Kalmbach   $1,225
Bismarck  Rita Murphy Elementary School Ali LaRock   $2,737
Bismarck  Robert Place Miller Elementary School Ali LaRock   $1,980
Bismarck  St Mary’s Elementary School  Lisa Arnold   $2,725
Casselton  Central Cass Public School  Guillermo (Memo) Guardia  $1,498
Devils Lake Devils Lake Public School  Emily Nell-YellowBird  $4,138
Fessenden Fessenden-Bowdon School  Russian Cultural Kaleidoscope $2,500
Glen Ullin Glen Ullin Public School  Ali LaRock   $1,160
Hettinger  Hettinger Public School  Copper Street Brass Quintet  $5,000
Jamestown Jamestown Fine Arts Assoc  Markie Scholz   $2,352
Mayville  Northern Lights Art Gallery  Jane Kalmbach   $1,081
Menoken  Menoken Public School  Ali LaRock   $1,052
Powers Lake Powers Lake School   Alice Nelson   $3,077
Roseglen  White Shield School   Keith Bear   $2,890
Underwood Underwood  School   Robin Reynolds   $896

COMMUNITY ARTS ACCESS    
CITY  ORGANIZATION NAME    GRANT AMT
Bottineau  Bottineau County Ag Society    $685
Center  Cross Ranch State Park    $1,800
Fargo  Angels of the Muse     $1,000
Fargo  CHARiSM     $2,000
Fessenden Wells County Fair Association    $2,000
Forman  Forman Community Club - City of Forman  $2,000
Gwinner  Gwinner Arts Council    $1,300
Wahpeton Circle of Nations Wahpeton indian School  $2,000

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT (FY15 to date)   
CITY  ORGANIZATION/ARTIST NAME   GRANT AMT
Bismarck  Sarah Jensen     $500
Cando  Cando Arts Council, inc.    $500
Fargo  Krista Salzer     $325
Minot  Avis R Veikley     $500
Minot  Taube Museum of Art    $500
West Fargo Karen Anderson     $395

PRESENTER SUPPORT    
REGION CITY ORGANIZATION NAME    GRANT AMT
Bismarck  Bismarck State College Foundation   $2,000
Bismarck  Dakota Media Access, inc.    $2,000
Bismarck  Dakota Woodturners    $500
Fargo  Red River Valley Woodcarvers    $2,000
Grand Forks UND Writers Conference    $1,500
Minot  Minot Commission on Aging    $1,500
Moorhead Minnesota State University-Moorhead   $1,500

SPECIAL PROJECTS (FY15 to date)    
REGION CITY ORGANIZATION NAME    GRANT AMT
Belcourt  St. Ann’s Catholic School    $900
Bismarck  North Dakota Percussive Arts Society   $800
Fargo  Sanford Medical Center    $1,000
Harvey  Harvey Council on the Arts, inc.   $950
Hettinger  Hettinger Public School    $1,000
Maddock  Maddock Opera House Association   $1,000
Mayville  General Federation of Women’s Clubs   $250
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STE[A]M TEAMS    
CITY  ORGANIZATION NAME    GRANT AMT
Jamestown Jamestown Fine Arts Assoc    $6,000

TEACHER INCENTIVE (FY15 to date)    
CITY  SCHOOL NAME     GRANT AMT
Bismarck  Sunrise Elementary School    $300
Newburg  Newburg United School District   $300
Roseglen  White Shield School     $200
Underwood Underwood Public School    $300
Underwood Underwood Public School    $200

NDCA grant deadlines approaching
    Application deadline dates for the North Dakota Council on the Arts grants are approaching. Artist-
in-Residence, Community Arts Access and Presenter Support grants must be submitted online by 
April 1, 2015 for programs taking place between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016. The draft review 
deadline is March 15. 
     STE[A]M TEAMs Grant Program applications must be submitted online for year one applicants by 
April 1, 2015; and for year two and three applicants by June 1, 2015.
     individual Artist Fellowships program for Visual Art and Media Arts final grant submission 
deadline is now May 1, 2015 for activities taking place July 1-June 30.
     The Traditional Arts Apprenticeship applications must be postmarked by May 15, 2015 for project 
periods of July 1, 2015 to April 30, 2016. 
     Also, a reminder that the Professional Development, Special Projects and Teacher incentive grant 
applications are accepted throughout the year, but must be submitted no later than four (4) weeks 
prior to the start of the event. Early submission of applications is recommended since grant funds are 
limited and applications are reviewed on a first-come, first-serve basis.
     Early submission is strongly encouraged for all programs. All grants (with the exception of the 
Traditional Arts Apprenticeship) must be completed and submitted via NDCA’s online grant system at  
http://northdakota.cgweb.org.
     Complete descriptions of the grant programs, guidelines, and how to apply are available through 
NDCA’s web site at www.nd.gov/arts. For general grant questions, or if you need assistance with the 
online grant system, please call NDCA’s office at (701) 328-7590. 
      ~These grants are supported by the North Dakota Council on the Arts, a state agency, and the National 
Endowment for the Arts. Funding is contingent on availability of funds.  

All organizations receiving grant awards from the NDCA must sign 
up for their free DUNS Number 

     A Dun & Bradstreet number, also referred to as a DUNS #, is a unique nine-digit identification number 
issued by Dun & Bradstreet. Please note that it is not the same as your state or federal tax identification number. 
To apply, go to: www.dnb.com/get-a-duns-number.html. Obtaining a DUNS # is free, so be sure to go to the 
correct site. There are some web sites out there trying to make easy money, so if you are asked for payment of 
any kind, you’re at the wrong site! Apply now to receive your newly assigned DUNS number. Beginning with 
State FY14, the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) now requires granting agencies such as the NDCA 
to collect and report the DUNS #s of the organizations to whom grant awards are made. The NEA’s purpose in 
collecting sub-grantees’ DUNS #s is to help ensure that grant awards are counted in national arts data. What 
this means for the NDCA is that we must have your DUNS # on file before we can make payment of your grant 
funds. For more information, you may wish to review the document at: www.dnb.com/content/dam/english/dnb-
data-insight/duns_number_overview_2011.pdf. 

Statewide Grants (continued)
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National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) selects new Director 
of Music and Opera

     The National Endowment for the Arts has selected Ann Meier Baker as its new Director 
of Music and Opera, effective January 12, 2015. As head of the NEA’s Music and Opera 
Office, she will lead NEA grantmaking for music and opera as well as the NEA Jazz Masters 
Fellowships, and represent the agency to the field. 
     “Ann’s experience leading national music and education organizations makes her ideally 
suited to connect with our partners in the music and opera community,” said NEA Chairman 
Jane Chu. “She has led a variety of coalitions and collaborative projects, and this knowledge 
will enrich her public service at the NEA.”
     The National Endowment for the Arts supports a wide range of music, from classical 
to contemporary, and grants support both performing ensembles and music-presenting 
institutions including chamber music ensembles, opera companies, choruses, early music 
programs, music festivals, and symphony orchestras. in FY 2014, the NEA awarded $7.4 

million to 330 music and opera projects across the country. To learn more visit http://arts.gov/news/2014/
nea-selects-new-director-music-and-opera. 

Ann Meier Baker, photo 
courtesy of Chorus 

America

March and April art observances 
     National Youth Art Month is an annual observance each March to emphasize the value of art education 
and to encourage public support for quality school art programs. The focus of this month is to convey to the 
public that art education develops self-discipline, self-esteem and a sense of pride in self expression. Observed 
since 1961, more information is available at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Youth_Art_Month.
     National Poetry Month is observed every April to bring together publishers, booksellers, literary 
organizations, libraries, schools and poets around the country to celebrate poetry and its vital place in 
American cultures. For more information, visit http://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/home.
     Jazz Appreciation Month has been designated in April by the Smithsonian National Museum of 
American History, in cooperation with various music education groups and organizations. To learn more, visit 
www.smithsonianjazz.org.

The Big Read applications are due January 28, 2015!
The Big Read is a program of the NEA designed to restore reading to the center of 
American culture. Managed by Arts Midwest, The Big Read provides competitive grants to 
support innovative reading programs in selected communities.
     The Big Read answers a big need. Reading at Risk: A Survey of Literary Reading 
in America, a report by the NEA, found that not only was literary reading in America 
declining rapidly among all groups, but that the rate of decline had accelerated, especially 
among the young. The Big Read aims to address this crisis squarely and effectively. 

It provides citizens with the opportunity to read and discuss a single book within their communities. The Big Read 
supports organizations across the country in developing community-wide reading programs which encourage reading 
and participation by diverse audiences. Organizations selected to participate in The Big Read receive a grant, access to 
online training resources and opportunities, and educational and promotional materials designed to support widespread 
community involvement.
     Each community event lasts approximately one month and includes a kick-off event to launch the program locally, 
ideally attended by the mayor and other local luminaries; major events devoted specifically to the book (panel discussions, 
author reading, and the like); events using the book as a point of departure (film screenings, theatrical readings, and so 
forth); and book discussions in diverse locations and aimed at a wide range of audiences.
     Approximately 75 organizations in communities of varying sizes across the country will be selected to participate in 
The Big Read from September 2015 through June 2016. To learn more, and to apply visit www.neabigread.org. 
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Registration is now open for the National Arts Action Summit
     Arts Advocacy Day and Nancy Hanks Lecture on Arts & Public Policy takes place March 23–24, 2015 in 
Washington, DC. What’s at stake in 2015? The recent midterm 
congressional election brings at least 67 new members of 
Congress to office in early January. Arts Advocacy Day is your 
chance to make your voice heard in a powerful way by joining 
with other advocates from across the country to tell your 
representatives why the arts are important. At the same time, it’s your chance to discuss best practices and the 
latest research with fellow advocates and sharpen your own advocacy skills! 
     Join arts advocates to help educate members of Congress about the benefits the arts play in our lives, 
communities, and schools. Ask your representatives for policy changes to support arts education, cultural 
agency funding, and charitable giving. The election results mean that the 114th Congress may also sharpen 
focus on tax reform and copyright protections—all impacting artists and arts organizations. 
     To learn more and to register visit www.americansforthearts.org/events/arts-advocacy-day. 

     The NEA funds projects only. Projects may consist of one or more specific events or activities. Projects do 
not have to be new. Excellent existing projects can be just as competitive as new activities. Projects do not need 
to be big either; the NEA welcomes small projects that can make a difference in their community or field. 
     Art Works: To support the creation of art that meets the highest standards of excellence, public 
engagement with diverse and excellent art, lifelong learning in the arts, and the strengthening of communities 
through the arts. Matching grants generally range from $10,000 to $100,000. Deadline: February 19, 2015. 
Notification: November 2015. Earliest Start Date: January 1, 2016.
     Challenge America: To support projects that extend the reach of the arts to underserved populations. 
Matching grants are for $10,000. Deadline: April 16, 2015. Notification: December 2015. Earliest Start Date: 
January 1, 2016. 
     For more information on NEA grants, visit http://arts.gov/grants/apply-grant/grants-organizations. 

Deadlines approaching for NEA grants available to organizations 

2015 National Arts and Humanities Youth Program Awards 
applications now open

     The President’s Committee on the Arts and the Humanities, in partnership with the National 
Endowment for the Arts, the National Endowment for the Humanities, and the institute 
of Museum and Library Services, is accepting applications for the 2015 National Arts and 
Humanities Youth Program Awards.
     Twelve award-winning programs this year will each receive $10,000 and an invitation to accept their award 
from the committee’s Honorary Chairman, First Lady Michelle Obama, at a ceremony at the White House. 
     After-school and out-of-school time arts and humanities programs are encouraged to apply. To access the 
online National Arts and Humanities Youth Program Awards Application visit www.nahyp.org/how-to-apply. 
Completed applications will only be accepted via the online process, and are due by Monday, February 2, 2015, 
5:00 PM PST. For more information visit www.nahyp.org. 

Americans for the Arts 2015 Annual Convention
     Mark your calendar for June 12–14, 2015, to attend the Americans for the Arts (AFTA) convention which offers 
professional development opportunity for administrators, leaders, artists, activists, patrons, and planners in Chicago, 
IL. Chicago is home to some of our nation’s most iconic public art, architecture, theater, and cultural events. Power and 
Empowerment will be the focal point of this year’s convention, steering the plenaries, preconferences, sessions, and 
overall experience.
     Registration will open in late January. In the meantime, sign up to receive updates or head over to AFTA’s Annual 
Convention Facebook page for the latest news about the 2015 Annual Convention at https://www.facebook.com/
americans4artsconvention; or visit http://convention.artsusa.org. 
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CDs and publications available at NDCA
The recently published Sundogs and Sunflowers: Folklore and Folk Art of the Northern 
Great Plains, is one of several books and CDs available from the NDCA that highlight 
North Dakota’s diverse cultural traditions. To purchase, call (701) 328-7590 or mail orders 
to: North Dakota Council on the Arts, 1600 E. Century Avenue, Suite 6, Bismarck, ND 
58503-0649.  For mail orders, add 6 percent tax and $3 for shipping/handling.

CDs and Recordings
Each CD is $15.95 (with the exception of Sundogs and Sunflowers)  

• Spirit Woods, Traditional Stories and Songs of Forests 
 and Trees
• Achikadidi, Traditional Ma’di Music of Southern 
 Sudan and Northern Uganda
• Un de’ che cha pi: The Way We Are, by Mary Louise 
 Defender Wilson
• Faerie Harp, by Debi Rogers and Sue Bicknell
• At the Fiddler’s Knee, by Dick and Lisa Barrett
• My Relatives Say, Traditional Dakotah Stories as told 
 by Mary Louise Defender Wilson
• The Elders Speak: Dakotah and Ojibway Stories of 
 the Land, told by Gourd Woman and Eagle Heart
• Morning Star Whispered, Traditional Stories and 
 Flute Music, by Keith Bear
• Sundogs and Sunflowers: Folklore and Folk Art of the 
 Northern Great Plains, by Timothy J. Kloberdanz and 
 Troyd A. Geist.  $14.84

Publications
• Sundogs and Sunflowers: Folklore and Folk Art of the 
 Northern Great Plains, by Timothy J. Kloberdanz and 
 Troyd A. Geist.  $34.95 (shipping $4.25)
• Faces of Identity, Hands of Skill: Folk Arts in North 
 Dakota, by Troyd A. Geist. $15.95
• From the Wellspring: Faith, Soil, Tradition – Folk Arts 
 From Ukrainian Culture in North Dakota, by Troyd A 
 Geist. $15.95
• Iron Spirits. Editors Nicholas Curchin Vrooman, 
 project director, and Patrice Avon Marvin. $10.95
• Prairie Patterns: Folk Arts in North Dakota, by 
 Christopher Martin. $25
• Sister Rosalia’s Lace, by Christopher Martin. $3
• Art for Life: The Therapeutic Power and Promise of 
 the Arts (free)

Prairie Arts
North Dakota Council on the Arts
1600 East Century Avenue, Suite 6
Bismarck, North Dakota 58503-0649


