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For Immediate Release

June 11, 2008
For more information, contact Amy Schmidt, ND Council on the Arts, 701-328-7594
Walter Piehl Jr., NDCA Board Member, Receives 2008 Enduring Vision Award in the Amount of $100,000

The Bush Foundation announced on June 10, 2008, the first three recipients of its Enduring Vision Awards, focused on propelling the artistic investigations of mature artists. Frank Big Bear, Janel Jacobson and Walter Piehl Jr., each will receive $100,000 over the next three to five years to encourage their continued influence on present and future generations of artists, audiences and their chosen field of work. The Enduring Vision Award is one of three initiatives of the Bush Artist Program supporting individual artists.

The Enduring Vision Award is the only award of this size and intent in the country. Up to three awards will be given annually to artists in Minnesota, North Dakota and South Dakota who have at least 25 years of experience as working artists. The 2008 awards were considered in the visual and media arts categories; 2009 awards will focus on performing and literary arts. These awards significantly expand the Bush Artist Program, which since 1976 has annually provided 15 artist fellowships.

The decision to expand the Bush Artist Program grew out of an evaluation that found a dearth of financial opportunities for artists at the later stages of their careers. While older artists may have found more consistent income at this confident and productive stage, fewer funding opportunities exist. This situation is compounded by the fact that artists rarely retire.

“The Bush Foundation knows from ample research that investing in artists benefits our communities in myriad ways,” said Bush Foundation President Peter Hutchinson. “These Enduring Vision Awards—the first of their kind in this country—not only ensure the Foundation is supporting artists of all ages and stages, but they also mark a doubling of our investment in the courageous and vibrant artists shaping our communities.”

The Enduring Vision Award recipients were chosen through a multi-step process. A regional panel of seven artists and curators reviewed nominations of 93 artists, selecting 10 finalists from this pool. The final three were chosen by a national interdisciplinary panel of six visual artists and curators who considered the breadth and depth of the finalists’ work, their promise of continued future artistic excellence, the importance of their influence on their communities, and their interest in pursuing deeper investigations and/or new explorations to inform and enrich their work. 

Walter Piehl Jr. (Minot, North Dakota), using acrylic on canvas or paper, treats Western Americana themes with modern art influences and interpretation. He combines an expressionistic style with literal and interpretive investigations of many facets of Western American life. His work is often large in scale (48 inches or more), in series, abstract, and saturated with color and contrast. His work has been exhibited at places as diverse as the Plains Art Museum in Fargo, the Pro Rodeo Hall of Fame and Museum of the American Cowboy in Colorado, Eitelijorg Museum of American Indian and Western Art in Indianapolis and the Palm Gallery in San Diego. He has been a professor in fine arts at Minot State University since 1970. Walter’s complete bio and photos, along with the other recipients, are available at www.bushfoundation.org. 
About the Bush Foundation
The Bush Foundation was established in 1953 by 3M executive Archibald Granville Bush and his wife Edyth. In 2007, the Foundation made grants of approximately $40 million to support programs and efforts to sustain communities in Minnesota, North Dakota and South Dakota. With a mission to improve the quality of life in this region, the Foundation aims to be a catalyst to shape vibrant communities by investing in courageous and effective leadership that significantly strengthens and improves the well-being of the region’s people. The Bush Artist Program, one of three programs to support individuals in the Foundation’s region, was established in 1976. Since then, 447 grants have been awarded to 392 different artists.

The Bush Artist Program (BAP) creates opportunities for artists to advance their work, stimulate dialogue and contribute to deeper community engagement by providing them financial and professional development support. The BAP consists of three grant initiatives: 1) the Enduring Vision Awards; 2) the Bush Artist Fellowships, which provides a total of $50,000 in grant support annually to 15 artists and is one of only three open-application artist fellowships in the country to provide unrestricted grants at this financial level; and 3) Dakota Creative Connections, providing artists in North and South Dakota with project and professional development grants ranging from $3,000 to $6,000. For more information, visit www.bushfoundation.org. 
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The North Dakota Council on the Arts is the state agency responsible for the support and development of the arts throughout North Dakota, and is funded by the state legislature and the National Endowment for the Arts.
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