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Traditional Arts Apprenticeship Deadline Approaching
The North Dakota Council on the Arts is currently accepting applications for the Traditional Arts Apprenticeship Grant Program. This program is designed to honor and encourage the preservation of North Dakota's diverse living traditions by providing grants that allow master traditional artists to pass their skills and knowledge to apprentices on a one-to-one basis over an extended period of time.  Traditional and folk arts are shared expressions of identity within a community, region, tribe, ethnic group, occupation, etc. and are usually passed from one individual to another informally by word of mouth, example, or informal interaction. Examples of previously supported folk and traditional arts include: Dakotah storytelling, Vietnamese embroidery, Czech Easter egg decorating, Armenian copper repoussé, blacksmithing, saddle making, Hidatsa porcupine quillwork, Sudanese music, etc.  

Grant awards are to be used for the master artist's instruction fee and for supplies and travel for the apprentice. The Traditional Arts Apprenticeship deadline is May 15, 2007 for the project period of July 1, 2007 to April 30, 2008. (Intent to apply notification should be emailed to Troyd Geist at tgeist@nd.gov; or call 701-293-3557.)  Early submission of applications is strongly encouraged.
For further information, contact the Council at 701-328-7590 or e-mail tgeist@nd.gov or go online at: www.nd.gov/arts/grants/trad_arts_appr_howtoapply.htm 
This grant is supported by the North Dakota Council on the Arts, a state agency, and the National Endowment for the Arts.  Funding is contingent on availability of funds.  

