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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 30, 2008
For more information, contact Amy Schmidt, ND Council on the Arts, 701-328-7594
Writing Workshops Sponsored by Read North Dakota 
Scheduled for July Statewide

Bismarck – Read ND will be sponsoring three workshops in July by authors Jo Ann B. Winistorfer and Cathy A. Langemo. With extensive backgrounds in writing, publishing and genealogy, award-winning authors and avid genealogists Jo Ann and Cathy will present information from their popular Tracing Your Dakota Roots: A Guide to Genealogical Research in the Dakotas, winner of a national book award, to get attendees excited about creating and recording their own family stories.
A recipe for "cooking up" your family stories: they will concentrate on the "why?" for publishing their family stories and the organizational steps necessary to get the project done. Because family stories are meant to be shared, the program will emphasize the importance of recording and publishing the wonderful and exciting stories and other information the attendees have gathered. The presenters will also include suggestions for oral interviewing, a necessary part of the process. Since the best cooks start with proven recipes, that's what Jo Ann and Cathy plan for attendees-gathering the best ingredients, mixing them all to just the right consistency, baking the dish at the correct temperature and arranging it all into the best possible presentation! Come taste what they have prepared!
Early registration is encouraged. Registration fee is $35 per person, which includes a copy of Tracing Your Dakota Roots ($15 for the workshop only). Locations and dates of the writing workshops are:
· Bowman Public Library - July 7, 1:00-4:00 p.m. (MST), 18 East Divide, Bowman, ND. Contact Sarah Snavely at (701) 523-3797, or sarah@artofthegreyhound.com.
· Three Affiliated Tribes Museum - July 8, 1:00-4:00 p.m. (CST), Highway 23, New Town, ND. Contact Marilyn Hudson at (701) 627-4477, or mhudson@restel.net.

· Sweets 'N Stories - July 12, 1:00-4:00 p.m. (CST), 509 Main Avenue, Oakes, ND. Contact Heather Roney at (701) 742-2007, or phroney@drtel.net.
These workshops are part of a series of events scheduled for 2008 to promote and celebrate reading and writing in North Dakota. A website hosting a suggested reading list of North Dakota books, book discussion points, curriculum resources for use in the classroom, and much more is available at www.readnd.org.  

"An Evening with James McPherson," a public program is scheduled for October 16, 2008, at the Fargo Theatre in Fargo, ND. You are invited to join the partners in Read North Dakota as we spend an evening with Dr. James McPherson, a distinguished professor of history at Princeton University and winner of the Pulitzer Prize. Prairie Public Radio will broadcast Dr. James McPherson's presentation on Wednesday, October 22 at 3:00 and 7:00 p.m., and Prairie Public Television will broadcast his presentation on Thursday, October 23 at 8:00 p.m.
Read North Dakota is dedicated to celebrating and promoting literature created in and about North Dakota.  It is a consortium of organizations that encourages readers, writers, and educators to enjoy good literature rooted in our place by identifying relevant book titles and authors on a website, in printed materials, and through public events and discussion groups.  Consortium members include the State Historical Society of North Dakota, North Dakota Humanities Council, North Dakota Council on the Arts, Prairie Public Broadcasting, and the North Dakota Library Association. Visit www.readnd.com to learn more.
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