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MEDIA ADVISORY

For Immediate Release

February 22, 2008
For more information, contact Linda Ehreth, North Dakota Council on the Arts, (701) 328-7593
NORTH DAKOTA COUNCIL ON THE ARTS ANNOUNCES 

POETRY OUT LOUD STATE FINALS 

WHAT:  North Dakota Council on the Arts announce the state finals for Poetry Out Loud: National Recitation Contest.  The competition, presented in partnership with The National Endowment for the Arts and the Poetry Foundation, is part of a national program that encourages high school students to learn about great poetry through memorization, performance, and competition. On Tuesday, February 26, high school students from across the state will participate in the Poetry Out Loud State Finals at the North Dakota Heritage Center. The winner of this competition will advance to the National Finals in Washington, DC in April 2008, where $50,000 dollars in scholarships and school prizes will be awarded.

WHO:  Featured speakers and participants will be:

· Emcee: Larry Woiwode, State Poet Laureate
· Judges: Jan Webb, Executive Director, North Dakota Council on the Arts; Shadd Piehl, Associate Poet Laureate; Cheryl Kulas, Executive Director, North Dakota Indian Affairs; and Bill Thomas, Director of Radio, Prairie Public 
· Live entertainment: Trio Apollo, a Bismarck-based woodwind trio, and the Rolla High School Concert Choir 
WHEN:
Tuesday, February 26, 2008. Semi-finals start at 9:00 a.m.; the finals round and awards ceremony take place at 2:00 p.m.
WHERE:

North Dakota Heritage Center, Russell Reid Auditorium, in Bismarck, ND
OTHER:
Attendance is free and open to the public. There will be a pizza bar, coffee house and open mic. 
CONTACT:
Linda Ehreth at (701) 328-7593 or via email at lehreth@nd.gov
###
The North Dakota Council on the Arts is the state agency responsible for the support and development of the arts throughout North Dakota, and is funded by the state legislature and the National Endowment for the Arts. 
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