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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
September 6, 2005

For more information, contact Amy Schmidt, ND Council on the Arts, 701-328-7594
North Dakota Council on the Arts Announces New Board Appointments
 

The North Dakota Council on the Arts (NDCA) announces the addition of Tom Porter, Alfred Jason Lindell, and Walter Piehl, Jr., who have recently accepted appointments to serve on the NDCA’s board of directors. 
Tom Porter is an Associate Professor of Music at Bismarck State College where he teaches Music Theory and Conducting, and directs the choirs. In addition, he directs the Bismarck-Mandan Civic Chorus and the Cathedral Children’s Choir. Tom, a Mandan, North Dakota resident, will represent Region 7 (McLean County, Mercer County, Oliver County, Morton County, Grant County, Sioux County, Sheridan County, Burleigh County, Emmons County, and Kidder County). He will be replacing Marietta Ekberg Turner, of Bismarck, whose term has recently expired. 

Alfred Jason Lindell is fascinated by the processes and possibility of design and taught himself the art of fusing. Lindell’s work includes panels, bowls, tiles, and jewelry as well as incorporation into stained glass windows. He is currently North Dakota’s only professional fuser. Lindell is a founding member and Vice-chair of New Bohemia, ND, and serves on various committees as a liaison between the arts and economic developers. He is a member of the Park River Community Development Corporation. Alfred, a Park River, North Dakota resident, will represent Region 4 (Pembina County, Walsh County, Nelson County, and Grand Forks County). He will be replacing Virginia Dunnigan, of Walhalla, whose term has recently expired.
Walter Piehl, Jr., a native of Marion, North Dakota, has taught art at Valley City State University and, since 1970, at Minot State University. As a painter in the Western genre, Walter is respected throughout the Midwest. He has been recognized by the NDCA having received a Visual Arts Fellowship and by the Bismarck Tribune as one of 20 Notable North Dakotans. He has also received a 2005 Governor’s Award for the Arts in the Individual Achievement category. Walter, a Minot, North Dakota resident, is a Member-at-Large and will be replacing Monte Rogneby, of Bismarck, whose term has recently expired. 

We would like to welcome the new North Dakota Council on the Art’s board of directors and give a sincere thank you to our departing members for their time and efforts displayed during their appointed terms.
The NDCA’s board consists of eight members – one from each of the state’s regions, and one member-at-large, each of whom is appointed by the governor for a five-year term. More information on each of the board members as well as the regions they represent is available on the NDCA’s web site, www.discovernd.com/arts. 
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