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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 31, 2006

For more information, contact Amy Schmidt, ND Council on the Arts, 701-328-7594
The North Dakota Council on the Arts, Along with First Lady 
Mikey Hoeven, Announce the North Dakota State Commemorative Quarter Sets Available for Purchase at Launch Ceremony
Bismarck – As one of the newest commemorative quarter-dollar coins in the United States Mint’s 50 State Quarters® Program, North Dakota’s quarter depicts a pair of grazing American bison in the foreground, with a sunset view of the rugged buttes and canyons that help define North Dakota’s Badlands region in the background. The Official State quarter will be unveiled at a special launch ceremony scheduled for Wednesday, August 30, 2006 at 11:00 am on the State Capitol Mall. The launch ceremony will feature an Official from the United States Mint, Governor John Hoeven, and First Lady Mikey Hoeven. 
Cast members from the Medora Musical will perform at 10:45 am followed by the launch ceremony and performances by Clay Jenkinson, as Theodore Roosevelt.  The public is invited to attend. 
“Quote about the commemorative set from First Lady Mikey Hoeven…”
Nicknamed the “Peace Garden State,” North Dakota was admitted into the Union on November 2, 1889, becoming our Nation’s 39th state. This year, the Mint will release quarters from Nevada, Nebraska, Colorado, North Dakota and South Dakota, as part of the United States Mint’s 50 State Quarters® Program that began in January 1999. The eagle that is normally on the reverse side of a quarter is replaced with a design for each state. North Dakota’s quarter will be the 39th one issued. 
A special Commemorative Quarter Set will be available at the launch ceremony, offering an opportunity to purchase un-circulated, mint condition North Dakota quarters in a collectible case for $5.00. Each set will include one quarter from the United States Mint at Denver and one quarter from the United States Mint at Philadelphia. The actual size of the North Dakota Commemorative Quarter set is approximately 3 1/2" x 2 1/2" and includes a plastic display case. Very limited quantities of the Commemorative Quarter Sets will be available in one-of-a-kind, hand-decorated leather pouches by Native American artist Marvin Bald Eagle Youngman for $100.00. Proceeds from the sale of the Commemorative Quarter Sets will benefit the North Dakota Cultural Endowment Fund. For more information, or if you would like to purchase the North Dakota Commemorative Quarter Set, please visit www.nd.gov/arts; email amschmid@nd.gov; or call 701-328-7594.
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The North Dakota Council on the Arts is the state agency responsible for the support and development of the arts throughout North Dakota, and is funded by the state legislature and the National Endowment for the Arts.
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