PAGE  

[image: image1.jpg]40k )
nniversa: rj)
RTS

1967-2007
Nort Daxora Counci. oN THE ArTs




For Immediate Release
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For more information, contact Amy Schmidt, ND Council on the Arts, (701) 328-7594
North Dakota Artist’s Works Exhibited in Offices of the Governor and First Lady
The North Dakota Council on the Arts (NDCA), along with the offices of Governor John Hoeven and First Lady Mikey Hoeven, is exhibiting the works of Bismarck artist Barbara Nechiporenko, and Valley City artist Jessica Christy, at the Capitol Building in Bismarck during the months of July, August and September 2008. Nechiporenko’s works are on display in the Governor’s ground floor and first floor offices, and the Attorney General’s first floor office. Christy’s works are on display in the First Lady’s fourth floor office.
This is part of an ongoing program between the NDCA and the offices of the Governor and First Lady. Artists looking to represent their region with art work placed in the offices of the governor and first lady can submit a brief resume along with photographs or slides of their work to the North Dakota Council on the Arts, 1600 East Century Avenue, Suite 6, Bismarck, ND 58503. Artists are selected for quarterly display. 
Following is a short biography of Barbara Nechiporenko:
Barbara Nechiporenko was raised and attended school in Fessenden, ND. She graduated from the UND in 1971 and came to Bismarck to teach elementary school. After working in several different positions in education, she decided to change careers and obtained a two-year degree in Commercial Art from Bismarck State College. Barb worked as a graphic artist for the Bismarck Tribune and the ND REC Magazine (now called North Dakota Living). The last 14 years of her work career were spent designing publications at the N D State Department of Health. 

Barb has studied drawing and design through night classes at BSC and has studied with several local instructors. Most recently Vern Skaug has been her instructor in pastel and oil. She has taken pastel workshops with Mary Ann Cherry, Sheila Rieman and Jean Ranstrom. She has taught basic drawing for adults through BSC, THEO art school and Bismarck Art and Galleries. Barb has worked part-time for BAGA and is currently serving on the Board of Directors. She now works out of her home studio north of Bismarck where she lives with her husband, Ken.

She has been showing her work locally and regionally for ten years. Her work has been accepted in the juried Missouri River Show and in 2002 won first place. One of her pieces was selected for the First Annual Cowboy Hall of Fame Art Auction in Medora. Barb paints a variety of subjects but especially enjoys landscapes featuring the North Dakota prairies. For more information, or to contact Barbara, call 701-255-2356, or email nechiporenko@bis.midco.net. 
Following is a short biography of Jessica Christy:
Jessica Christy is a graduate student at the University of North Dakota pursuing an MFA in mixed media and printmaking. She is an assistant to the master printer at Sundog Press where she has worked on editioning intaglios and lithographs of artists such as Audrey Flack and Peter Kuper. Her work is an "incorporation of the everyday in our culture" and ranges from whimsy to dead-on seriousness. Her work will both delight and challenge you.  Jessica states, "Art making to me is a necessity. My art doesn't surface from raw emotion, or bouts of anger, happiness, or sadness. It's a solid requirement to my everyday routine."

Jessica's work has been included in numerous invitational exhibitions and recently won acclaim by judges in regional and national juried shows. Her work has been included in the fall and winter art auctions at the North Dakota Museum of Art and into a traveling exhibition based out of the Custer Fine Arts Center in Montana. She has had solo exhibitions at the Jamestown Arts Center and Valley City State University and her work is also part of a two artist exhibition that traveled the region. For more information, or to contact Jessica, send an email to: jessica.christy@und.nodak.edu.
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