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For Immediate Release

July 11, 2006
For more information, contact Amy Schmidt, ND Council on the Arts, 701-328-7594
North Dakota Artist’s Works Exhibited in Offices of 
the Governor and First Lady
Bismarck – The North Dakota Council on the Arts (NDCA), along with the offices of Governor John Hoeven and First Lady Mikey Hoeven, is exhibiting the works of Mandan artist Gretchen Bederman at the Capitol Building in Bismarck. Bederman’s paintings will be on display in the governor’s ground floor and first floor offices as well as the first lady’s fourth floor office during the months of July, August and September 2006.
This is part of an ongoing program between the NDCA and the offices of the governor and first lady. Every three months, visual artists from around the state are selected to exhibit their work at the Capitol Building.

Artists looking to represent their region with art work placed in the offices of the governor and first lady can submit a brief resume along with photographs or slides of their work to the North Dakota Council on the Arts, 1600 East Century Avenue, Suite 6, Bismarck, ND 58503. Artists will be selected for quarterly display. The next quarter begins October 2006.
Following is a short biography of the artist Gretchen Bederman:

Gretchen Bederman weaves together images of the real and the imagined, the interior and the exterior, the narrative and the unspoken landscape. An artist living in Mandan, ND, Gretchen seeks places where the human spirit mixes with nature's essence. Women and horses. Water and bowls. Birds and fire. Trees and earth. Wax and paint. Story and soul. These are all part of Gretchen’s  artistic life.

With an MFA in painting from UND, Gretchen has served as an artist-in-residence across North Dakota, as well as in Laugalandskkoli, Iceland. Gretchen teaches what she loves - painting, drawing, sculpture, collage, and printmaking. She believes that art-making enriches our lives with a wonderful opportunity for experimentation and self expression, nurturing imagination, intuition, dexterity, self discipline, concentration, and confidence.
###
The North Dakota Council on the Arts is the state agency responsible for the support and development of the arts throughout North Dakota, and is funded by the state legislature and the National Endowment for the Arts.
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