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For Immediate Release

December 12, 2007
For more information, contact Amy Schmidt, ND Council on the Arts, 701-328-7594
David “White Thunder” Trottier Honored by the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies with the 2007 Distinguished Public Service Award

The National Assembly of State Arts Agencies (NASAA) named David “White Thunder” Trottier of Rugby, ND, the recipient of its 2007 Distinguished Public Service Award.  The award was presented during Assembly 2007, NASAA’s annual conference in Baltimore, Maryland, December 6-8.  It honors an individual volunteer leader whose outstanding service, creative thinking and leadership have had a significant impact on the field of public support for the arts in his or her state or region. 

Trottier has served on the North Dakota Council on the Arts as a Governor appointee since 1991. In 1998, he was appointed board chair and continues to serve in this role.  Throughout his tenure, Trottier has continued to work actively throughout the state, region and nation to advocate for the arts. He is especially regarded for giving voice to issues facing America’s rural arts communities. 
Trottier is also known for his exemplary business career. For 14 years he served as President and CEO of Chiptronics Inc., an electronics manufacturing distributorship. During this time, Trottier took the company from $5 million to $40 million in annual sales and turned it into a well recognized national and international company. His myriad other achievements include being named the ND Business Innovator of the Year (2002); selection as Mayville State Commencement Speaker (2002); selection as Distinguished Alumni of Mayville State University (2002); runner-up for National Indian Business Owner of the year in 1997 and 2005; completing a six year term with the ND Community Foundation, the last year as Chairman; and serving a three year term on the NASAA Board of Directors (2000-2002). 

Since retiring from Chiptronics in 2006, Trottier has been working as a private consultant, local radio host and sports broadcaster, and Director of Human Resources for the local Regional Medical Facility. He also continues to perform in local theater and with his band as a vocalist and guitarist. With a deep passion for the arts since an early age, Trottier has come to advocate that, “The arts are for all of the people, all of the time.” 

In announcing the award, NASAA’s chief executive officer Jonathan Katz said, “We are honored to bestow this award upon David.  David’s recognition and promotion of the rural voice as an essential element of cultural policy serves his state and region well. As a NASAA board member, his insights and support were highly valued.  He is a natural choice for this distinguished honor.”
###
The National Assembly of State Arts Agencies is a not-for-profit that serves and represents America’s 56 state and jurisdictional arts councils.  Founded in 1968, NASAA is dedicated to advancing and promoting a meaningful role for the arts in the lives of individuals, families and communities throughout the U.S.
###
The North Dakota Council on the Arts is the state agency responsible for the support and development of the arts throughout North Dakota, and is funded by the state legislature and the National Endowment for the Arts.
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