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For Immediate Release

April 18, 2007
For more information, contact Amy Schmidt, ND Council on the Arts, 701-328-7594
North Dakota Council on the Arts Announces the CD

Release of Morning Star Whispered 
The North Dakota Council on the Arts announces the release of its newest enhanced CD in partnership with Makochè Recording Company titled Morning Star Whispered, featuring traditional Mandan and Hidatsa stories and flute music by Keith Bear.
Keith Bear, whose name in the Nu E’ta (Mandan) language is O’Mashi! Ryu Tâ, meaning Northern Lights, is an award-winning Mandan and Hidatsa flute player, storyteller, and traditionalist of exceptional talent living in Drags Wolf Village on the Fort Berthold Indian Reservation of northwestern North Dakota. 

He has performed nationally at the Smithsonian Folklife Festival, the Library of Congress-American Folklife Center, the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, the National Museum of the American Indian as well as internationally in Switzerland, Ireland, Wales, Germany, Austria, and Canada.
This recording, produced by the North Dakota Council on the Arts, features Keith playing music on flutes he carved himself and telling stories involving the Morning Star and other astronomical bodies. The enhanced component provides cultural context to the stories told and ‘the stars’ [Sun, Moon, Mars, Venus, comets, etc.] referenced in the audio component through images of traditional art, text involving folk beliefs, an interactive map, audio interviews, and animation from NASA and the European Space Agency.
“The cultures of the Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara of North Dakota are shaped by the Missouri River, The Great Smoky Waters along which gardens grew, and by the skies that guided the tribes in practical and spiritual matters.  For generations the People, dwelling upon the human condition, looked to the Heavens for guidance and hope.  These stars still whisper to those willing to hear - none more so than the Morning Star - the mystical transition between light and dark, day and night.  It is this star that leads the Sun in its path to the creation of a new day.  It is this star, the Morning Star, upon which many still gaze.”   
This CD was funded by the North Dakota Council on the Arts and the National Endowment for the Arts. To purchase this CD, contact Makoché Music at 208 N 4th St., Bismarck, ND 58501; telephone: 800.ND.SOUND; web site: www.makoche.com; or email: info@makoche.com. This, and other CD’s, are also available through the North Dakota Council on the Arts at 1600 E. Century Ave. Ste. 6, Bismarck, ND 58503; telephone: 701.328.7590; web site: www.nd.gov/arts; or email comserv@nd.gov. 
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