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Arts Education Awareness Campaign Launched
Bismarck – The North Dakota Council on the Arts (NDCA) sponsored an Arts Education Awareness campaign stressing the benefits and importance of an arts education for North Dakota’s youth. NDCA worked with KAT Productions to produce four 30-second television public service announcements (PSAs) that give real life examples of how the arts have affected the lives of several individuals.
This awareness campaign is directed to parents of elementary, middle and high school students, and is the culmination of the work of the Arts Education Task Force. The focus of the arts education awareness campaign is to create a climate for assisting every student to reach high levels of achievement and competence in the arts and in other subjects and skills essential to their success in school.
The PSAs focus on four aspects of the arts: create, feel, discover and learn. Watch for them to air this fall! To view them online, please visit NDCA’s web site at: www.nd.gov/arts/arts_ed/PSAs/PSAs.htm.

The North Dakota Council on the Arts convened the Arts Education Task Force – comprised of educators, school administrators, policy makers, parents, artists, arts organizations, and community leaders in the state – to identify, support, and expand the quality of learning in and through the arts. The task force originated in January 2002, and met on a quarterly basis to adopt and implement action steps that focus the collective efforts of its participating members into the promotion and improvement of arts education, and to meet the following goals: 


· Promote arts education to all North Dakota schools.

· Promote implementation of the dance, drama, music, and visual arts content and performance standards in North Dakota schools.

· Promote professional development opportunities that bring together teams of school principals, arts specialists, teachers, youth program providers, and others who work in arts learning with children and communities.

##
The North Dakota Council on the Arts is the state agency responsible for the support and development of the arts throughout North Dakota, and is funded by the state legislature and the National Endowment for the Arts.
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