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For Immediate Release

June 16, 2008
For more information, contact Amy Schmidt, ND Council on the Arts, 701-328-7594
ND Artist, Anthony LaFromboise, is one of 21 Artists to Receive National Fund for Folk Culture Grant Award

The Fund for Folk Culture awarded grants totaling over $100,000 to 21 traditional artists throughout the United States in the fourth round of its Artists Support Program.  The funding program, underwritten by The Ford Foundation with additional support from The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, provides grant support to individual folk and traditional artists to pursue opportunities that will help them grow artistically and professionally, to better connect with their cultural communities or to develop new audiences for their work.  

Artists from 12 states, representing 10 nationalities and a diverse array of visual and performing arts traditions, were selected from a pool of over 75 applicants in 2008.  

“This year’s national award program attracted applicants extremely high artistic quality,” noted Fund for Folk Culture Executive Director Betsy Peterson. “The competition was fierce, but we are pleased to be supporting these 21 extraordinary artists.” 

Peterson continued, “The grants, though small, are able to meet a range of artistic needs in a timely fashion, making it possible for one artist to build a small shop to sell his work, for another to digitize rare recordings for instructional purposes.  One artist will travel to the Ukraine, another to Serbia, Kosovo and Macedonia. Several will produce CDs, a music methods manual and develop marketing materials.”  

 

Among this year’s recipients was Anthony LaFromboise, Chippewa traditionalist and birch-bark storytelling scroll maker from the Turtle Mountain Reservation now living in Mandan, North Dakota. Anthony received $4,850 in support to replicate 30 birch bark master scrolls, to document the process and, upon completion, to show the work at two tribal colleges in the state. Each successive generation in the Anishinabeg-Chippewa tradition has the responsibility to replicate the scrolls handed down from previous generations. Of the 40 scrolls left to the artist by his elders, most are in disrepair from a lifetime of use. The project will enable the artist to continue his role as a storyteller for his community and purveyor of tribal history through the birch bark scroll making tradition.  
The other 2008 grant award recipients include: Ahmad Alaadeen, Overland Park, Kansas - $4,844; Michael Alpert, New York, New York - $4,850; Daniel Ansotegui, Boise, Idaho - $4,850; Mensura Berberovic, Erie, Pennsylvania - $4,850; Kelly Church, Hopkins, Michigan - $4,850; Mahmoud Conteh, St. Louis, Missouri - $4,850; Rosa Elena Egipciaco, New York, New York - $4,620; Linda Goss, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania - $4,845; Alan Ham, Selma, Alabama - $4,850; Jerry Jumba, McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania - $4,850; James Kelly, Miami Springs, Florida - $4,822; Mythili Kumar, San Jose, California - $5,000; Paul Luniw, Terryville, Connecticut - $4,850; Konstantine Maris, New Port Richey, Florida - $4,850; Billy McComiskey, Baltimore, Maryland - $4,850; Jessie McCullum, Milwaukee, Wisconsin - $4,850; Molly Jean Neptune Parker, Princeton, Maine - $4,850; Helder Parreira, Berkeley, California - $5,000; Sani Rifati, Sebastopol, California - $5,000; Reba Jo Teran, Fort Washakie, Wyoming - $4,850.
The Fund for Folk Culture, based in Austin, Texas, is a non-profit organization dedicated to the dynamic practice and conservation of folk and traditional arts and culture.  In partnership with donors and colleagues, the FFC supports the work of folk and traditional artists and strengthens local, regional and national organizations in its field through grantmaking, convenings and research and publication.  Since 1992, the FFC has awarded over 5 million dollars in over 530 grants to organizations and individuals throughout the United States. For more information about the Artists Support Program or the Fund for Folk Culture, contact Betsy Peterson, Fund for Folk Culture, 512-472-8757; bpeterson@folkculture.org; or visit www.folkculture.org. 
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The North Dakota Council on the Arts is the state agency responsible for the support and development of the arts throughout North Dakota, and is funded by the state legislature and the National Endowment for the Arts.
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