Join in Celebrating Lincoln’s 200th Birthday

North Dakotans will join the nation in commemorating its 16th President, Abraham Lincoln's 200th birthday on February 12, 2009. The Lincoln Bicentennial Program, featuring Chautauqua scholar George Frein in character as President Lincoln, begins at 12:45 p.m. with a Joint Session of the North Dakota Legislative Assembly in the North Dakota House Chambers in the State Capitol Building in Bismarck. "A Conversation with President Abraham Lincoln" program will take place at the North Dakota Heritage Center in the Russell Reid Auditorium from 5 to 6 p.m. Merl Paaverud, Director, State Historical Society of North Dakota (SHSND) will give the welcome; Governor John Hoeven was invited to give remarks and recognition of Student Award Recipients of the Lincoln Life Lessons literary and visual arts contests; Rick Collin, SHSND Communications and Education Director and Lincoln Bicentennial Liaison for North Dakota, will introduce the program, which is presented by Chautauqua scholars George Frein as President Lincoln and Jerry Tweton as William Jayne, the first governor of Dakota Territory appointed by President Lincoln. Following the program, refreshments will be served in the Heritage Center lobby. 
"Lincoln Life Lessons" is coming to High Prairie in honor of the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial celebration! An exciting program of arts and science integration into the history and life of our 16th President has participation options galore. Historical illustrator Steve Stark will be performing as an illustrator and reenactor telling the story of Smith Stimmel, a Lincoln bodyguard who became a North Dakota resident after Lincoln's death. The program has three primary components; 1) Elementary Field Trips - February 9-11, Morning & Afternoon sessions featuring performances and hand-on workshops; 2) Middle, High School, College Contests - Art: Watercolor, Oil & Acrylic, and Charcoal, and Writing: Story, Poetry and Essay; and 3) Public Performances and Celebrations - February 11, 7-8:30 p.m. at High Prairie, a 200th Birthday Eve Celebration, February 12, 5-7:30 p.m. at Heritage Center, and February 12, all day at the ND State Capitol. For more information, visit www.HighPrairieComplex.com. 
Little Country Theatre on the campus of NDSU presents Herbert Mitgang's MISTER LINCOLN for a single performance February 12 at 7:30 p.m. in the Askanase Auditorium in celebration of the bicentennial of Lincoln's birth. The one man show will feature NDSU theatre alum Mark Neukom originally from Jamestown, ND now living in the Twin Cities. That date also marks the 95th anniversary of the founding of the Little Country Theatre. 
Through January 31, 2010 the "Lincoln's Legacy in North Dakota" exhibit will be on display in the Auditorium Gallery at the North Dakota Heritage Center in Bismarck. Abraham Lincoln's connections to North Dakota - then northern Dakota Territory - are many. This exhibit examines Lincoln's legacy in the 39th state as North Dakota and the nation commemorate the bicentennial birthday of its 16th President. As part of the exhibit, the original Homestead Act signed by President Lincoln was displayed from May 16-November 11, 2008, on loan from the National Archives. The document had not been on public display since 1979.  
A group of people with ties to North Dakota will travel to Norway to take part in the ceremony, which is held every year on or near July 4, at the site of the heroic-sized bust of Lincoln in Oslo's Frogner Park. The bust was a gift to Norway in 1914 from the people of North Dakota to celebrate the centennial of Norway adopting its constitution and declaring itself an independent nation. For more information, contact Brekke Tours and Travel at this toll-free number: 800-437-5302, visit www.brekketours.com, or email

tours@brekketours.com. For more information about the Lincoln Bicentennial, visit www.history.nd.gov, and www.abrahamlincoln200.org. 
