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“Helps the People”
Gifted to the senator of North Dakota during inauguration events in Washington D.C., this painting was created by contemporary, First Nation artist, Black Pinto Horse and was commissioned by the Three Affiliated Tribes, the Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara of the Fort Berthold reservation in ND.
Washington D.C., January 19, 2009--Byron Dorgan, senior senator of North Dakota and Chairman of the U.S. Senate Committee on Indian Affairs was presented with this gift for his continued efforts and enthusiasm towards helping the people on the Fort Berthold Reservation.  

Great Falls MT, December 17th 2008--Artist Black Pinto Horse, Monte Yellow Bird Sr., received a phone call from Vonnie J. Alberts, Press Secretary of the Three Affiliated Tribes and was asked to be the creator of this notable endowment of recognition and respect for the senator. Honored of their request and having less than a month to complete, with Christmas activities included, Black Pinto Horse set to work in his studio at the Paris Gibson Square Museum.
Bob Durden, curator at the Paris Gibson Square Museum has gotten to know Black Pinto Horse throughout the past two years; the artist moved to Great Falls from North Dakota in 2007 to take the position of Artist in Residence with the museum and Great Falls schools.  Bob had this to say about this very special individual, “Beyond his own artistic pursuits, Black Pinto Horse is a highly affective advocate for the arts, community building and First Peoples concerns. His reach stretches across the plains as though he were a contemporary nomad following meandering trails to deliver his vision and cultural message to communities of all sizes. His ability to integrate his spiritual, aesthetic, and Native heritage into his work and convey that experience to a broad audience is profound.”

Building his 24” x 36” canvas, Black Pinto Horse added ceremonial items of sage, sweet grass, tobacco and cedar in each of the corner gussets.  As a spiritual Arikara man, he acknowledged the name giving ceremony of the senator, performed on September 2, 2008, as Byron Dorgan received his name, “Numak aki Kikũte”, which translates to, Helps the People, from elder, Edwin Benson, last fluent Mandan speaker.
The artist used four coats of gesso to lay the foundation on the canvas, representing the four directions.  He believes that this process provides what is useful or necessary in achieving the paintings completion; allowing him to stay centered within the directions, balanced in mind and spirit, as he applies his brilliant backgrounds, historic pictographic images and 3-D objects, such as beads. 
With painting securely crated and in flight, destination, Bethesda MD, the artist commented, “I feel so excited, like I am part of the events, like I am at the inauguration.”
Painting Information: 
Artist, Black Pinto Horse, Monte Yellow Bird Sr.
Commission, “Helps the People”, Oil on canvas with beadwork, 24" x 36", 2009
Interpretation:

The foreground is designed with a buffalo hide to reflect the historic winter count paintings and the traditions and ceremonies that have survived and continue to be carried on by a traditional indigenous people.

A blue background reflects the sacred element, water and the Missouri river, a present day location of the converging affiliated tribes; Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara. 

Four colored horses represent the semi-cardinal directions of the Arikara: Yellow – Mother corn, Red – Buffalo Nation, White – Elements, wind, rain, thunder.., Black – The night. 
Three earth lodges represent the Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara ceremonial lodges. 

The tree of life is a universal symbol which emulates family; past, present and future. Four directional colored roots symbolize each nation.  Six colored flags in the tree are prayer flags which hang to the East, South, West, North, Creator and Mother Earth. 

Elders, Edwin Benson - Iron Bison and Tony Mandan -Little Cloud are depicted with Chairman Marcus Levings –Bald Eagle on the hide.  Seven pictographic pipes represent the leaders of each segment of the Three Affiliated tribes. 

Four center tail eagle feathers make up the bottom half of the centrally located design with war bonnet above to represent the White Chief, Byron Dorgan, as his arms are represented in beadwork, and reach out to help the people.

About the artist:
Monte Yellow Bird Sr., better known in the art world as Black Pinto Horse,
Native American Artist, Cultural/Educational Consultant, Presenter, Storyteller, and a member of the Arikara and Hidatsa Nation from White Shield, North Dakota, 

is devoted to a positive expression of the harmonic balance between humanity and nature.  Through his art and teaching, he offers us a multitude of gifts, and his optimism shines in his motto: "We are on this earth for such a short time, if we're going to shine, shine brightly".  

Rife with symbolism, Black Pinto Horse's visual expressions honor his spiritual roots, First Nation heritage and Modern and Contemporary art traditions through a bold use of color and design that activates the viewer's imagination.  

While working in oils, he adds multimedia elements such as elk’s teeth, deer dew claws, horsehair, feathers (simulated) and beads.  His focus on collaborating First Nation images and objects with 20th century “Expressionism” has given him a better understanding of himself and has been the key to establishing his own style of works.  His work is a reflection of pride for his people and a respect for life.  

He is motivated by a passionate desire to build connections between the past and present with a hopeful eye toward a brighter future built around empathy and understanding between diverse communities of which the nation is comprised.   Currently he is the Artist in Residence at the Paris Gibson Square Museum in Great Falls, MT.  The programs he provides highlight some key areas; self-awareness, self-projection and cultural preservation.

To commission an original Black Pinto Horse, call 701.230.1289.

To view other works by Black Pinto Horse, visit his website at www.blackpintohorsefinearts.com
For additional information on the news that is subject of this release, contact Emily Yellow Bird, Promotional Director or Black Pinto Horse Fine Arts, fine art and educational company of Monte and Emily.
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