MEMORANDUM

To:

Poetry Out Loud participating teacher

From:

Linda Ehreth, North Dakota Council on the Arts

Thank you for your interest in participating in the Poetry Out Loud: National Recitation Contest.  Enclosed in this mailing you will find the following:

· Poetry Out Loud curriculum packet that includes print and online poetry anthologies, a teachers guide to help instructors teach recitation and performance, an audio CD featuring distinguished actors and writers, promotional and media guides, and a comprehensive website, www.poetryoutloud.org. 
· A Teacher’s Guide for Organizing the Contest Events information sheet.
· In addition, the lead teacher’s packet will have a Poetry Out Loud school winner entry form to be completed and returned by February 16, 2010.  This form officially registers a student from your school to compete in the state finals.  
CONTEST STRUCTURE AND AWARDS
Poetry Out Loud is a program for students in grades nine through twelve and uses a pyramid structure that begins at the classroom level. Winners advance to the school-wide competition, then to the state competition, and ultimately to the National Finals. 

Each winner at the state level will receive $200 and an all-expenses-paid trip to Washington to compete for the national championship. The state winner's school will receive a $500 stipend for the purchase of poetry books. A runner-up in each state will receive $100, with $200 for his or her school library. Additionally, a total of $50,000 in scholarships and school stipends will be awarded to the winners at the National Finals.

